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INTRODUCTION 
The Borough of Bernardsville and the Somerset Hills Board of Education have developed a successful 
collaborative relationship, with the goal of advancing the principles of safe routes to school.  This 
partnership’s mission is to provide safe and accessible routes to and from the four (4) area schools located 
in the Borough of Bernardsville. 
 
As part of their commitment the Committee developed this Travel Plan to document previously 
completed efforts by the School District and the Borough of Bernardsville.  The Travel Plan has also 
outlined their vision for the immediate and longer term programs and projects that will improve the 
conditions for and promote the choice of bicycling and walking as a preferred means of getting to and 
from school and around Bernardsville. 
 
This Travel Plan was developed as a result of a Safe Routes to School Workshop conducted with 
members of the Town and School Committee, which will oversee and direct the efforts outlined herein. 
 
SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY PROFILE 
The Somerset Hills School District is a regional district covering a 
total of 23.6 square miles, with a total enrollment population of 2018 
students.  Students in grades K - 12 attend the schools of the 
Somerset Hills Regional School District, serving students from 
Bernardsville, Far Hills and Peapack-Gladstone. For grades 9 
through 12, students from Bedminster are sent to the district's high 
school as part of a sending/receiving relationship. The three schools 
in the district, all located in Bernardsville, are Bedwell Elementary 
School (K - 4), with a total of 715 students, Bernardsville Middle 
School (5 - 8), with 550 students, and Bernards High School (9 - 12) 
with 753 students.  The School of Saint Elizabeth, a private school of 
191 students, is also located in the Borough of Bernardsville, but is 
not part of the Somerset Hills School District.  See the attached 
School Location Map for more detail. 
 
The Borough of Bernardsville has a population of 7,345, and a total 
area of 12.9 square miles.  The main thoroughfare, Morristown 
Road/U. S. Route 202, runs east/west bisecting the Borough.  Route 
202, is also the location of many local retail and commercial 
services.  The M & E Gladstone Branch of  NJTransit commuter rail 
services Bernardsville, with a station located along Route 202.   
 
Adjacent to Route 202 are several compact, neatly arranged 
neighborhoods.  This pattern extends for approximatley ½ –mile in 
all directions, except to the south where this pattern extends for 1-
mile to the Borough limits.  Beyond the ½-mile radius (to the north, 
east, and west) a suburbanized landscape begins with larger lots and 
houses. 
The Bernards High School is located adjacent to Route 202, within 
the older core of the Borough.  The Bedwell Elementary School and 
Bernardsville Middle School complex is located ¾-mile north of the  
High School, just outside the dense core of the Borough.   
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Bedwell Elementary School and Bernardsville Middle School are located on a joint campus, where the 
school buildings are separated by a common drive. Each of the schools has a different arrival and 
dismissal time as well as individual drop-off/pick-up areas, which do not conflict. 
 
The Somerset Hills School District is a regional district with students arriving from varying distances and 
means of transportation.  The School District no longer provides courtesy busing, requiring non-remote 
students, those living within a 2-miles radius of their school, to provide their own transportation (walk, 
bike or be driven) or pay a fee for bus service.  Overall, approximately 50% of the District’s student body 
is classified as non-remote where more than half of the Elementary (56%) and Middle School (53%) 
students are non-remote students, and 44% of the High School students are non-remote.  The following is 
a summary of travel mode choice by the non-remote students in the Somerset Hills School District. 
 

 
SOMERSET HILLS SCHOOL DISTRICT  

NON-REMOTE STUDENT TRAVEL MODE – 2006 
  

Travel Mode Elementary Middle High  
Walk 4% 34% 73% 

Own Transportation 26% 26% 17% 

Paid/Grant Bus Service 68% 40% 10% 

 
  
   
As the above chart reflects, there is currently a majority of elementary and middle school students are 
bussed or provide their own transportation (e.g., drop-off – pick-up) as a means of transport to and from 
school. 
 
It should also be noted that a total of 128 students arrive to school via train, and walk to the nearby 
campuses.  Trips via transit mode consist of 6% of the total student population. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS 
All three schools located in the District are within an easy walking distance, especially for those living 
within the core of the Borough, to where the majority of the Borough’s population lives.  However, the 
existing sidewalk infrastructure does not provide consistent connectivity to the schools, due to lack of 
sidewalks, and locations where many of the existing sidewalks are in poor condition and in need of 
replacement.  Also, many of the residential streets used as routes to schools are narrow roads that do not 
have sidewalks, forcing students to walk in the roadway.  Additionally, many of the roadways are 
winding with limited poor sight distance.  This combination of lack of sidewalk facilities and poor sight 
distance creates a concern for those students currently walking, and poses an impediment to having more 
students consider walking as a viable mode to school. 
 
Additionally, Route 202, which splits the Borough in half, is a 
barrier to students walking.  The existing high peak traffic 
volumes, traffic speeds, wide intersections, limited intersection 
control, poor driver behavior, and deficient pedestrian facilities 
such as lack of curb ramps and long crosswalks are all major 
obstacles to students crossing Route 202.  Crossing Route 202 is a 
challenge particularly for those students using the train. 
 
Despite the fair amount of students who currently walk to school, 
many barriers remain that are hazards and/or prevent more students  
from walking and biking to school. The following key  
issues were identified as influential to the walking and biking  
environment: 
 
Key Issues 

• Lack of sidewalks on and to school campus 
• Uneven condition of sidewalks (repair and/or replace) 
• Visibility of crossing locations 
• Handicapped accessibility 
• Connectivity to and between schools 
• Connectivity to major destinations 
• Crossing Route 202 (along and across) 
• Access to train station 
• Traffic concerns – congestion, volume, cut-through, speeds 
• Perception of walking safety 
• Uncontrolled intersections 
• Lighting of crossing locations 

 
Specific intersections of concern are: 

• Old Fort Road & Old Army Road 
• Anderson Hill Road & Seney Drive 
• Anderson Hill Road & Mine Mount 
• Olcott Square 
• Route 202 & Claremont Road 
• 5 Points 
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TOWN AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
In 2003 the Borough of Bernardsville and Somerset Hills School District 
organized a joint committee, The Town and School Committee, to 
cooperatively address and advance the principles of safe routes to school.  
Each of these agencies has formally adopted resolutions of support in 
endorsement of the SRTS program. This is a standing committee of the 
Somerset Hills Board of Education with nine members that includes two 
members of the town council, three Board of Education members, the 
School District Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent, the 
Recreation Director, and Police Chief.  See Appendix III for Resolutions 
of Support. 
 
The Town and School Committee’s mission is to promote 
communication and shared services, as they relate to the following focus 
areas: 

• Pedestrian safety 
• Traffic concerns 
• Construction of shared facilities 
• Recreation and shared maintenance 

 
Over the past several years this committee has demonstrated 
their commitment to advance initiatives that support the SRTS 
program.  For example: 
 
The first official Walk To School event was held in 2005 with 
a total of 35 students participating.  This event was the impetus 
to identify the first designated “Route to School”, which 
begins at the Borough library at the intersection of Anderson 
Hill Road & Mill Street, north to Seney Drive, then along 
Seney Drive to the Elementary and Middle School joint 
campus.   
 
The second annual Walk to School event, held in 2006, saw a  
tremendous increase in participation, with 130 students 
participating.  The Town and School Committee intends to not 
only make this an annual event, but would like to conduct it on 
a regular basis (a number of times) throughout the school year. 
 
Also, as part of the workshop the Communities developed 
proposed Routes to School, which provide connectivity 
between schools, neighborhoods and main destination points.  
Additional, based on the Committee’s earlier sidewalk 
inventory project, they had already developed a prioritized 
listing of infrastructure improvements.  With this, the 
workshop session assisted the Committee in further developed 
a prioritized listing of programs and projects.  See the attached 
Route to School Map and Infrastructure Improvement Map for 
more details. 
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As previously mentioned the Committee also completed a sidewalk inventory and Master Plan.  This 
inventory documented sidewalk deficiencies, gaps in sidewalk, and rated corridors of importance based 
on providing connectivity to schools.  The attached Infrastructure Improvement Map shows specific 
details and priorities as a result of the sidewalk inventory. 
 
Previous Projects & Programs 
The following is a summary of some of the most recent projects and programs that have been completed 
by the Borough, District, the Town and School Committee.  They are listed in terms of the “5-E” 
principles of the Safe Routes to School program: 
 

ENGINEERING (sidewalks, striping, streetscale) 
• Anderson Hill Road Sidewalk Replacement 
• Seney Drive Sidewalk Installation 
• Developed a town/school sidewalk inventory master plan 
• Bernards High School Expansion 

The Bernards High School is currently undergoing expansion.  This includes a new 
building and additional parking lot.  These improvements are expected to increase the 
demand of shared uses between the High School, Middle School and Elementary School.  
Additionally, this project is intended to improve circulation to reduce conflicts between 
vehicles and pedestrians and add sidewalks in and around the school.  

• As a requirement of all development proposals, sidewalks must be installed 
• Bernardsville Police Department has made a request to NJDOT to install pedestrian 

countdown signals along Route 202. 
• The School District completed a Circulation Plan for the Bedwell Elementary and 

Bernardsville Middle School campus.  These improvements have since been completed 
and include: reduced conflict points between vehicles and pedestrians, improved drop-
off/pick-up areas, new sidewalks, curbing, ramps, and striping.  

• Shared maintenance 
• Construction of six new school/municipal tennis courts 
• Construction of shared restroom and storage facilities for borough athletic fields and 

schools 
• Construction of a new school/municipal parking lot 
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ENCOURAGEMENT 
• The Elementary & Middle Schools held a National Walk-to-School Day event in both 

2005 and 2006.  A significant increase in participants occurred from one year to the next.  
The event was widely promoted by means of a local television station announcement, a 
posting on the District’s webpage, flyers sent home with students, and announcements 
made at Back-to-School nights.  Also, the NJDOT Safety Cruiser Bus attended the event, 
which also included collaboration with RideWise of Raritan Valley. 

• In 2005, Bedwell Elementary School received a grant to conduct the Miles Across 
America Program, which is a program that encourages walking and healthy lifestyles 
beyond the school setting.  By the end of the program the entire school had participated 
with over 700 students involved.   

• Planning National “Walk To School” Day event for 2007  
   
  EDUCATION 

• Kindergarten pedestrian safety education program 
• NJDOT Safety Cruiser Bus 
• Review of pick-up/drop-off policy during back to school 

nights 
• Organized safety assemblies for student walkers and 

bikers K-8 in conjunction with the borough police 
department 

 
 ENFORCEMENT 

• Conducted a Safe Routes to School Workshop 
• Developed a SRTS Travel Plan outlining proposed 

routes to school and action item directing future efforts 
• Police force has received Bike Patrol training and would 

like to utilize it, but this is currently on hold due to 
staffing issues. 

• Safety patrols 
• Currently seven crossing guards are located throughout 

Bernardsville at key school crossings.  
• The Police Department currently places mobile speed trailers through the Borough 
• The School District has created the position of a School Security Officer, who will be 

hired in 2007.  The School Security Officer will assist in evaluating and making 
recommendations regarding safety improvements for students in and around the school. 

• Collaborated with the borough police and town council to modify parking regulations to 
accommodate high school overflow on both borough streets and parking lots. 

 
EVALUATION 
• Circulation analysis of pick-up/drop-off areas at the Bedwell Elementary and 

Bernardsville Middle School 
• Traffic study completed at High School as part of building expansion 
• Police Department conducts on-call count program.  Locations are based on complaints 

in order to confirm conditions 
• Miles Across America program, by the end of the program the entire school, over 700 

students, had participated. 
• Old Fort Road Traffic Evaluation, 2003 – vehicle and pedestrian counts and observations 
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SRTS Workshop 
A workshop was held on December 18 to help support the Bernardsville SRTS program.  The 
following summarizes the workshop activities and 
outcomes: 
 
VISION 
Prior to developing recommendations and action items, 
participants to the Safe Route to School Workshop were 
asked to share their ideas regarding their long-term 
outlook for a SRTS program in the Borough of 
Bernardsville and Somerset Hills School District.  The 
following is a summary of their responses: 
 
PROGRAMMATIC  
• Establish the Walking School Bus as standard 

program, that is conducted several times a year 
• Parents and volunteers are committed to developing and sustaining 

SRTS programs 
• Reduce congestion due to peak school start/end times  
• Implement innovative programs that will reduce what students need 

to carry to and from school (eliminating the need for students to 
carry a backpack with wheels) 

• Establish a change in culture regarding the current perception of 
walking  

• Establish maintenance schedule where leaves and snow will not 
obstruct sidewalks 

 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
• Provide convenient and safe walking access to and between school 

campuses 
• Provide a network of sidewalks and pathways between school 

campuses and all major destinations and amenities throughout the 
Borough 

• Provide sidewalks that are free of debris and are well lighted  
 
Collectively these statements establish a vision for a Safe Routes to 
School Program that provides a consistent sidewalks which enables 
children to walk to school safely; reduces the economic and 
environmental cost of busing; spurs more walking and bicycling among 
all Bernardsville residents (especially students) and aids in increasing 
connectivity among the Borough’s primary destinations, amenities and 
schools. 
 
GOALS  
The following goals were developed and are based directly on the 
vision statements expressed during the SRTS Workshop.  They 
take into account the unique circumstances and opportunities that 
exist at the school and in the community. 
• Provide consistent sidewalk network that is free of debris 
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• Complete the pedestrian network to connect neighborhoods, schools, and Borough amenities 
• Increase in students walking to school as well as others walking in the community 
• Establish a Pilot Safe Route to School Coordinator to champion and monitor the objectives of the 

program 
• Raise community and school awareness of the benefits of safe walking and biking through special 

events and educational programs that teach pedestrian and bicycle safety 
• Increase participation of parents and students in SRTS programs and walking to school. 
• Study and identify ways to improve vehicular and pedestrian circulation on the school campus 

through linkages and shared facilities 
• Improve pedestrian safety on the school campus through improvements to drop-off and pick-up 

conflict points 
• 50% reduction of students being dropped-off/picked-up 
• Reduction in number of buses to Bedwell Elementary 
 
 
SUMMARY OF ISSUES & ACTION ITEMS 
The issues and action items suggest recommended priority projects and activities based on the previous 
efforts completed by the Committee, and results of the SRTS Workshop, and unique conditions at each 
site. These are items the school and municipality wish to advance that will promote safe walking and 
biking to school.   The recommendations range from engineering to programmatic (evaluation, education, 
encouragement, and enforcement) actions. 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Engineering 
Engineering elements are physical improvements to 
the transportation infrastructure in the vicinity of the 
school or on school property that are intended to 
improve access and safety for walking and 
bicycling.  They are typically designed to address 
specific problems or needs that have been identified.  
In the case of Bedwell Elementary and Bernardsville 
Middle School completing a safe and consistent 
sidewalk and crossing network is recommended. 
 
1)  Key Issue:  Lack of pedestrian facilities, 
including sidewalks, connecting the Bedwell 
Elementary and Bernardsville Middle school 
campus to the surrounding residential developments, 
and within the campus itself. 
 
Action Item:  Installation and repair of sidewalks, 
curb ramps, high visibility crosswalks, and advanced 
warning signs 
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Location: 
A. Olcott Avenue & Old Ford Road (between Seney Drive & Anderson Hill Road 
B. Anderson Hill Road (between Sycamore Hill Road & Seney Drive) 
C. Mine Mount Road (between Claremont Road & Anderson Hill Road) 

 
 
PROGRAMMATIC RECOMMENDATION 
Programmatic recommendations refer to a variety of activities and 
programs intended to support and encourage walking and bicycling to 
school.  These include the remaining “4 Es” – Evaluation, Education, 
Encouragement and Enforcement. 
 
Evaluation 
1)  Key Issue:  Difficulty for pedestrians to cross Route 202, 
especially accessing transit, due to existing roadway width and 
obstructions to visibility, as well as the volume, and perceived speed of 
vehicular traffic.  
 
Action Items:  Conduct a Pedestrian Study along Route 202 to 
determine existing pedestrian deficiencies and develop 
recommendations for improvement 
 
Location:  Route 202, Borough of Bernardsville 
 
2)  Key Issue:  Excessive volumes and perceived 
speeding of vehicular traffic along designated school 
routes 
 
Action Items:  Conduct a Traffic Study along school 
designated routes to determine: 

• Calming needs 
• Crash Rates 
• Volumes including bike & pedestrian 
• Existing deficiencies with recommendations 

for improvement 
 
Location:  

A.  All designated routes to school 
B. Intersection of: 
• Old Fort Road & Old Army Road 
• Anderson Hill Road & Seney Drive 
• Anderson Hill Road & Mine Mount 
• Olcott Square 
• Route 202 & Claremont Road 
• 5 Points 

 



Safe Routes to School Travel Plan 
Borough of Bernardsville, Somerset County, NJ 

 

  
(06374_APPLICATIONREPORT_2/G)  Page 13 

3)  Key Issue:  Develop a baseline to assess progress towards goals and transitioning of attitudes 
 
Action Items: 

• Develop and distribute a user and preference survey.  This can be distributed using the School 
District’s survey tool 

• Conduct count programs at schools to verify existing conditions and monitor changes in drop-
off/pick-up rates 

 
Education And Encouragement 
The recommendations for the Bedwell Elementary and Bernardsville Middle School SRTS Travel Plan 
are intended to create cultural change toward current perceptions of biking and walking.  Education about  
the benefits of walking and bicycling to and from school is a logical way to begin.  While there are many 
excellent reasons to start a SRTS program, including improving safety, mobility, independence, and 
quality of life and place, a good focus area for Bernardsville is health and safety. 
 
EDUCATION 
Key Issue:  Provide useful simple facts to the community and parents providing ample factual 
information regarding the benefits (short & long-term) will assist to advance their understanding and 
support of the SRTS program. 

 
Action Items: 

• Incorporate curriculum changes and additions to include the benefits and safety aspects of 
walking and biking to school, using existing courses such as PE, health, and core subjects 

• Establish an outreach component to educate neighbors along designated routes to school 
• Produce bi-lingual (English-Spanish) educational and promotional materials  
• Promote school zone awareness 
• Establish a “Safety Tip of the Month” for students and parents 
• Develop and distribute a listing of significant statistics, on health, safety, environmental, and 

economic issues that will bring awareness of the benefits of walking and biking 
 

ENCOURAGEMENT 
Key Issue:  More students would walk or bike to and from school if encouraged to do so.  There are 
many programs that help walking and bicycling for the school commute more attractive to students.  The 
following action items are designed to get more students walking and biking to school, and encourage 
healthier lifestyles. 
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Action Items: 
• Establish a Pilot - SRTS Coordinator position to champion and maintain momentum of all related 

projects and programs  
• Establish a Walking School Bus Pilot Program 
• Establish Neighborhood Groups that would contribute to revising and updating the needs of the 

SRTS program 
• Conduct Bike Rodeos 
• Implement a frequent walker cards program 
• Continue the Miles Across America program, extending this program to include both walking and 

biking to and from school  
• Establish a car pool program (incentives could include multi-lane/HOV lane/exclusive drop-off 

and pick-up areas) 
 

ENFORCEMENT 
As a valuable resource for planning, data collection and program implementation, the Bernardsville 
Police should and will be an integral part of the SRTS program.  The police understand travel patterns in 
the community and have access to crash data, which can be helpful in planning walking routes.  Although 
the police may not always be available, it should be understood that quality community design can also 
influence and support desired behavior.  It is also possible, especially in a small community, to establish a 
culture where pedestrians and cyclists are respected and their mobility is given priority.  The SRTS 
campaign can help cultivate this collective commitment. 
 
Key Issue:  Speeding traffic, drivers not yielding 
to pedestrian right-of-way, cut through traffic, and 
safety in school zones 
 
Action Items: 

• Conduct pedestrian and traffic sting 
operations along designated routes to 
school, and appropriate follow-up to 
measure effects   

• Obtain speed feedback signs for 
placement along designated routes to 
school 

• Establish a “Driveway Watchers” program 
that would consist of watchers placed along the route to school, promoting safe travel along the 
corridor.  This can be accomplished using neighbors, school aids, or members of the School 
Association 

 
ACTION PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 
Implementing the Action Plan recommendations requires pro-active interest of people in the community. 
The Town and School Committee, who are committed to implementing improvements for making bicycle 
and pedestrian travel a viable option for the school commute.  They will be the lead organization to 
spearhead the projects and programs outlined within this Travel Plan.   
 
One of the first steps the Town and School Committee wishes to put in place is to establish a SRTS 
Coordinator position, which will initially have a programmatic focus advancing the educational, 
encouragement, and evaluation components of this plan to increase awareness of the overall program and 
it’s goals.  The Committee will continue their efforts to develop and implement infrastructure projects 
outlined within the Travel Plan 
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Phasing And Costs 
Implementing infrastructure improvements along the proposed routes to school that lead to the Bedwell 
Elementary and Bernardsville Middle School are an essential ingredient of the Action Plan.  Each 
proposed improvement plays a part in completing the network needed to implement the SRTS program. 
Given that sufficient resources to immediately undertake all recommended improvements are unlikely to 
be available, the practical approach is to phase the implementation of these improvements to maximize 
their utility. In addition, some recommended improvements, by their nature, may be implemented quickly. 
Implementing these early on (providing that they have immediate utility) can demonstrate that the SRTS 
program is progressing. The Committee feels certain that the majority of education encouragement, and 
evaluation action items can currently be integrated using existing resources, such as conducting a 
user/preference survey through the School District.  The recommended infrastructure improvements and 
programmatic activities proposed in this Action Plan are listed in order below.  Generally they begin with 
improvements that facilitate walking or improve pedestrian safety along the existing and proposed routes 
to school from adjacent neighborhoods to the Bedwell Elementary and Bernardsville Middle School 
campus for student based trips to school. 
 
For the engineering recommendations, the following estimate assumes a basic design, using basic 
materials (no-frills) and assuming that the tasks are not bid separately but part of a package of 
improvements, thus minimizing one time costs such as bonding.    
 
ENGINEERING:  Cost 

• Install sidewalks on: 
1a)  Old Fort Road West/Olcott Avenue between Seney Drive & 
Old Army Road; Olcott Avenue between Old Army Road & 
Highview Avenue 
(~2,250 feet of 5 foot wide concrete sidewalk) 
 

$229,000 

• Replace sidewalks on: 
1b)  Olcott Avenue between Highview Avenue & Anderson Hill 
Road 
(~3,800 feet of 5 foot wide concrete sidewalk) 

 

$266,000 

• Install sidewalks on: 
2)  Anderson Hill Road between Rolling Hill to Sycamore Hill & 
Seney Drive to Sycamore Hill 
(~1,420 feet of 5 foot wide concrete sidewalk, generally level 
ground) 

$217,000 

• Install sidewalks on: 
• 3)  Mine Mount Road between Claremont Road to Anderson Hill 

Road  
(~840 feet of 5 foot wide concrete sidewalk, generally level ground) 

$77,000 

PROGRAMMATIC: Cost 
• Safe Route to School Coordinator Stipend 

(~1 staff, ½ day per week per school year – to implement and 
monitor all SRTS activities) 
 

$7,500 
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CONCLUSION 
The Borough of Bernardsville and Somerset Hills School District understands the desirability of providing 
for the needs of non-motorized travel in their community.  They have recognized that their community 
currently does not have ideal facilities to support walking and bicycling.  They have responded to this 
realization by developing a collaborative relationship to pursue plans and actions that would provide 
accommodations for improving pedestrian and bicycle travel within their community.  As part of this effort, 
they are proactively seeking ways to encourage walking and bicycling as a means of travel to school and 
have proven successes, which demonstrate this commitment.    
 
All three schools located in the District are within an easy walking distance of many residents, especially 
for those living within the core of the Borough, where the majority of the Borough’s population lives.  
However, the existing sidewalk infrastructure does not provide consistent connectivity to the schools, due to 
lack of sidewalks, and locations where many of the existing sidewalks are in poor condition and in need of 
replacement.  These conditions create a concern for those students currently walking, and pose an 
impediment to having more students to consider walking or bicycling as viable modes to school. 
 
Three critical locations have been identified for priority physical infrastructure improvements and will 
address the lack of facilities to accommodate walking and bicycling to the school.  Providing sidewalks 
along these segments will close the gap to provide a safe and consistent walking route, and holds the key to 
encouraging more students to walk or bike to school.  
 
The Borough of Bernardsville and Somerset Hills School District understanding that the SRTS program 
requires a consistent voice to educate, encourage and enforce the principles behind the program, and are 
committed to creating a cultural change in their community, where walking and biking is consider the best 
choice for students getting to and from school as well as to destinations throughout their community. 
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SRTS Guidance and Exemplary Programs 
The following web sites offer a wealth of information on SRTS programs, including sample press releases, 
data, how-to guides, community presentations and ideas to help develop messages. 

• FHWA's Office of Safety – SRTS 
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/saferoutes 

• NHTSA Safe Routes to School Tool Kit www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/bike/Safe-
Routes-2002/toc.html 

• National Center for Bicycling & Walking 
www.bikewalk.org/safe_routes_to_school/SR2S_introduction.htm 

• Pedestrian & Bicycle Information Center 
www.saferoutesinfo.org 

• Active Living Resource Center 
www.activelivingresources.org 

• CDC, Kids Walk to School (community presentation) 
www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dnpa/kidswalk/index.htm 

• Marin County (CA) Safe Routes to School 
www.saferoutestoschool.org 

• Go For Green (Canada) 
www.goforgreen.ca/walktoschool.com 

• Green City (Canada) 
www.greencity.org 

• Sustrans SR2S program (Bristol, UK) 
www.saferoutestoschools.org.uk 

 
 
Encouragement Programs 
 
Walking School Bus 
The WSB has worked in many communities throughout the United States, Canada, Europe and Australia.  
Additional information on WSBs is available from: 

• RideWise TMA 
www.ridewise.org/walksafely.shtml 

• Pedestrian Bicycle Information Center/Partnership for a Walkable America 
www.walkingschoolbus.org 

• Active and Safe Routes to School – California 
www.saferoutestoschool.ca 

• Go for Green – California 
www.goforgreen.ca 

• Travel Smart – Australia 
www.travelsmart.gov.au/schools/schools2.html 

 
Golden Sneakers 
On International Walk to School Day, held October 5, 2005, the Mechanicsburg School District in 
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Pennsylvania rewarded walkers who found the golden sneakers that were hidden along the routes to school.  
Each “finder” was entered into a drawing to win backpacks full of prizes. While this program revolves 
around motivating and rewarding good behavior, it can also promote school spirit. 
 
Walk/Bike Across America 
Each week, at a designated time, the students total the distance the whole class has traveled and plot it on a 
map.  Then they “travel” to a destination chosen by the class within those miles.  Students become aware 
that they can travel great distances on foot or bike.  Each new destination can be reached by the class to find 
out more about other parts of the country.  At the end of a designated time, the class that traveled the 
farthest gets a special reward.  Bedwell Elementary as already shown success with this program and should 
expand it to include biking and walking to school. www.saferoutestoschools.org/events.html. 
 
Bicycle Rodeos 
A bicycle rodeo provides children with a basic understanding of the rules of the road; educates those 
children and their parents about elementary bike safety; gives trained personnel a chance to look over the 
equipment the kids are riding; and involves parents, teachers, and/or a local civic organizations in a 
worthwhile activity.  A bicycle rodeo involves "stations" that teach skills, such as: 

• Looking over a shoulder without weaving 
• Fast-braking without skidding 
• Dealing with traffic at intersections 

More information on bicycle rodeos is available through: 
• Bicycling Life at www.bicyclinglife.com/SafetySkills/BicycleRodeo.htm 
• Guide to Bicycle Rodeos (Adventure Cycling Association) at 1-800-721-8719 

 
Campus Walks 
An excellent source of information on promotional events and classroom activities is The Safe Routes to 
School Tool Kit prepared by NHTSA.  It can be found on the web at 
www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/bike/Safe-Routes-2002/toc.html.  
 
International Walk to School Day 
International Walk to School Day is celebrated every year in early October.  Information on the event, 
including instructions on how to organize the event, press releases, downloadable signs, posters and other 
resources, is available at: 

• www.iwalktoschool.org 
• www.walktoschool-usa.org 

 
Morton Way School (Brampton, Canada) 
Encouragement for schools in the early stages of an SRTS program (www.saferoutestoschool.ca): 

• On the first Wednesday of each month, parents and grandparents who walk to school with students 
are invited into the school library for a cup of coffee or hot chocolate, conversation and an 
opportunity to sign out library books to read with their children. 

• A thermometer made by teachers, along with a complementary graph displayed inside the school, 
alert drivers of how many vehicles dropped off students the day before.  Daily announcements 
update students on progress, as posters are displayed around the school. 
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Education Programs 
 
Walking Math 

• Math activities for an elementary math class: 
www.thelearningcalendar.com/Newsletter/2005/October2005/WalkingMath.htm 

• Instructions on how to take students on a Math Trail 
www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3666/is_200411/ai_n9465002#continue 

 
Calculate Miles Per Gallon and Auto Emissions (math and science classes) 
Students can calculate gas mileage, auto emissions and compare the miles per gallon (mpg) for different 
vehicles. These figures have a significant impact on the amount of air pollution produced by a vehicle. 
Students use the following steps to calculate the gas mileage of their family’s car: 

• Write down the odometer reading when the gas tank is full. 
• The next time the gas tank is filled, write down the odometer reading again and how many gallons of 

gas it took to fill the tank. 
• Subtract the first odometer reading from the second odometer reading to calculate the number of 

miles traveled between the two fill-ups. 
• Divide the number of miles traveled by the number of gallons of gas used. This is the gas mileage of 

your family’s car. 
• Calculate the amount of pollution generated by your car. Compare that with the amount of pollution 

generated by buses, by trains, by carpooling, by walking and biking. (Your local Air Quality District 
can provide this information.) 

Source: NHTSA Toolkit –  “Smart Tripper” of Kitsap County, Washington. 
 
Classroom Activities by Subject 
Similar lessons can be brought in to health, science, physical education and other class lesson plans.  
Resources for these programs include: 

• Safe Kids – New Jersey State at (732) 524-3864 or cgiardel@corus.jnj.com 
• Safe Kids – Southern New Jersey at (856) 968-8687 or safekids@cooperhealth.edu 
• The National Safe Kids Campaign at www.safekids.org/members/unitedStates.html 
• The League of American Bicyclists at www.bikeleague.org/educenter/labsrts.htm 

 
 
 
Enforcement Programs 
 
School Zone Safety 

• Information on the Washington Traffic Safety Commission school zone safety program at 
www.wa.gov/wtsc/school_safety.html. 

• More information on school zone safety from the Active Living Resource Center at 
www.activelivingresources.org/safe_school_zones.html. 
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Pedestrian Sting Operations 

• More information is available at www.walkinginfo.org/ee/sting.htm. 
 
Speed Trailers 

• More information at www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/research/pub/HS809012.html. 
 
Sidewalk, Building and Property Maintenance Laws 

• NHTSA resource guide to laws governing pedestrian and bicycle safety at 
www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/bike/resourceguide/index.html. 

• The Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center list of exemplary pedestrian plans at 
www.walkinginfo.org/pp/exem2005.htm. 

 
“Keep Kids Alive – Drive 25” Campaign 
An excellent program that details a community-based approach to reducing driving speeds is the Keep Kids 
Alive – Drive 25 campaign.  Their mission involves demonstrating how communities can mobilize in a 
number of ways, using local resources to effectively reduce travel speeds to 25 mph. Their web site can be 
found at www.keepkidsalivedrive25.org.  
 
 
Engineering Tools 
 
Walkability/Bikeability Assessments 

• The PBIC Walkability Checklist can be found at 
http://www.walkinginfo.org/pdf/walkingchecklist.pdf  

• The PBIC Bikeability Checklist can be found at 
http://www.bicyclinginfo.org/pdf/bikabilitychecklist.pdf 
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACT SHEET 
 
 
Alternatives To Driving Alone 

• People in mixed-use compact communities drive 30-50% less than sprawling communicates. They 
are easier to serve by public transit and it is easy to walk or bike to run errands, and to get to school 
or work. (National Resources Defense Council) 

 
• If just one out of every 10 commuters who now drive to work switched to walking, we’d save 2 

billion gallons of gas a year and reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 25.4 million tons. (Green 
Commutes, Makower) 

 
• Switching for a month from a five mile car commute to a bike commute keeps close to a pound of 

hydrocarbons, six pounds of carbon monoxide and half a pond of nitrogen oxide from entering the 
air. (Divorce your Car, Katie Alvord, 2000) 

 
• Every transit commuter who bikes to the station saves an average of 150 gallons of gas a year. Every 

car commuter who switches to biking and transit can save 400 gallons of gas a year. (Divorce your 
Car) 

 
• Eight bicycles can be parked in the space required for just one car. (Divorce your Car) 
 
• Going by bus instead of car cuts nitrogen oxide pollution by 25%, carbon monoxide by 80% and 

hydrocarbons by 90% per passenger mile. (Divorce your Car) 
 
• One full 40-foot bus will take 58 cars off the road. (Divorce your Car) 

 
 

Automobile Use 
• The United States moves into the 21st century with less than 30% of its original oil supply (Global 

200 Revisited Gerald O. Barney) 
 
• Los Angeles residents drive 142 millions miles—the distance from Earth to Mars—every single day. 

(Going Place, Making Choices, 4H) 
 
• Americans drive more than 2 trillion vehicle miles per year. (4H) 
 
• Short motor trips contribute significant amounts of air pollution because they typically occur while 

an engine’s pollution control system is cold and ineffective. Shifting 1% of automobile trips to 
walking or biking decreases emissions by 2-4%. (Way to Go, British Columbia) 
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• Roads and parking in urban and suburban communities cover between 30-50% of land base. If just 
5% of a watershed is covered with impervious surfaces, such as roads and parking facilities, water 
quality of streams and waterways is seriously degraded due to oily runoff from streets. (Way to Go) 

 
• The number of cars grew three times faster than the human population world wide in the 1990’s. 

(BioScience, Oct 1998) 
 
• Americans lose an estimated 2000-2800 acres of rural land every day to highways, housing 

developments, shopping malls, airports and other non-farm uses. That’s 730,000 to 1,020,000 acres a 
year. If current trends continue, in the next 100 years approximately 1/3 of America’s farmland will 
be lost to suburbs, malls and other uses. (Natural Resource Conservation Management for a 
Sustainable Future, 1998) 

 
 
Global Warming 

• As carbon dioxide builds in the atmosphere, it traps heat so that the earth warms as if it were in a 
giant greenhouse. These greenhouse gases allow the sun’s energy to penetrate the atmosphere to the 
earth’s surface, but do not allow as much of it to escape as heat. These are altering air temperature 
and movement, causing changes in weather and climate. This is enough to raise ocean levels causing 
flooding for some coastal areas. (R. Monastersky, Science News, Jan 2, 1999) 

 
• Global average surface temperatures increased by about 1.7 degrees Celsius from 1900 to 1998. 

(Science News) 
 
• Seven of the globe’s ten warmest years have been recorded since 1990. (Science News) 
 
• The incidence of extreme weather events has gone up 28% since 1975 and it is now confirmed that 

the Artic ice caps are melting, threatening coastal regions with flooding and actually drowning some 
small islets. (U.S. E.P.A.) 

 
• Atmospheric concentrations of CO2, the main greenhouse gas implicated in global warming, are 

higher than they’ve been in 160,000 years, and they’re rising. (Intergovernment Panel on Climate 
Change, 1995) 

 
• Driving is the biggest contributor to increased greenhouse gases. (New State of the Earth Atlas, 

1995.) 
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Pollution 
• Motor vehicle use is now generally recognized as the source of more air pollution than any other 

single human activity. (New State of the Earth Atlas, 1995.) 
 
• In a year, a typical North American car will add close to five tons of CO2 into the atmosphere. Cars 

account for an estimated 15-25 percent of U.S. CO2 emissions. (Internal Council for Local 
Environment, 1995) 

 
• While cars today are cleaner than they were in 1970, the increases in the number of cars and miles 

driven have offset much of that gain. (Divorce your Car) 
 
• Oxides of nitrogen, volatile organic compounds, carbon monoxide and particulate matters are just a 

few of the noxious pollutants that come out of our cars and into our air and water. (Divorce your 
Car) 

 
• Oil spills damage marine life and habitats. The number of small spills under 100,000 gallons has 

grown worldwide and as of the mid 1990s totaled around 10 million gallons yearly. Large spills —
over 10 million gallons—occur at a rate of 1-3 a year worldwide. (Oil Spills, Joanna Burger, 1997) 

 
• Disposal of used motor oil sends more oil into the water each year than even the largest tanker spill. 

(U.S. EPA) 
 
• About 800 million scrap tires are stockpiled around the U.S. Every year we throw out over 260 

million tires. Tires trap gases inside and tend to float or work their way to the tops of dumps. (U.S. 
EPA) 

 
 
 
Prepared by Safe Routes to Schools, a Project of the Marin County Bicycle Coalition. 
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General Health 
• It is well documented that developing healthy eating and exercise habits at an early age lead to a 

lifelong personal commitment to a healthy lifestyle. 
 
• Public health officials and scientists agree that everyone should accumulate 30 minutes of physical 

activity every day to reduce the risk of chronic disease and early death. A brisk walk tops their list of 
recommendations. Unfortunately the Center of Disease Control estimates that as few as 20 percent 
of adults meet that standard. 

 
• On top of the daily 30 minutes of moderate physical activity children need another 20 minutes of 

vigorous activity several days per week. Yet 78 percent of young boys and girls fall short of this 
recommended dose of exercise. 

 
 
Exercise and Youth 

• Nearly half of young people aged 12-21 years do not engage in vigorous physical activity on a regular 
basis. Participation in physical activity declines strikingly as children get older 

 
• Health professionals agree that exercise patterns need to be established in childhood so as to reduce 

the chances of coronary heart disease, reduce blood pressure, counter obesity, lower lipids, retard 
osteoporosis, improve psychological well-being and possibly reduce the risk of cancer. 

 
• The process of cholesterol buildup of the arteries begins in childhood and continues through their 

teens. 
 
 
Heart Disease 

• Like any muscle, the heart needs a constant supply of oxygen and nutrients that are carried to it by 
the blood in the coronary arteries. Good nutrition combined with exercise can give your children the 
insurance they need to have a strong and healthy heart. Thirty minutes of exercise a day is 
recommended as enough to protect against future heart disease. 

 
• Seven million Americans suffer from Coronary Heart Disease (CHD), caused by narrowing the 

coronary arteries that feed the heart. CHD is the number one killer of both men and women in the 
United States. Each year more than 500,000 Americans die of heart attacks caused by CHD. Many 
of these deaths could be prevented because CHD is related to certain aspects of the lifestyle, 
including high blood pressure, high blood cholesterol, smoking, obesity, and physical inactivity. 
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Physical Fitness 
• Walking and biking are both excellent forms of exercise, since they stimulate and maintain muscular 

strength and good joint function; involve a large percentage of the body; can be maintained 
throughout life; and do not provoke hip, knee or other weight bearing injuries. 

 
• California law requires school districts to administer physical fitness testing to all 5th, 7th and 9th 

grade students annually. In 1999, 80 percent of the students tested failed to meet the minimum 
standards to be considered physically fit. 

 
• Physical activity is often limited to specific sports or games. In order for children to learn to love 

physical activity, it is necessary to provide a variety of options so that children can choose the 
activity they most want to learn and enjoy. 

 
• Physical activity helps kids to concentrate, makes them stronger and more energetic, prevents weight 

gain, keeps bodies supple, keeps hair and skin looking good, and contributes to higher self-esteem, 
and lower anxiety and stress 

 
• 70 percent of children watch at least one hour of TV each day; 35 percent watch five hours or more. 

 
 
Obesity 

• Nationally, childhood obesity has reached epidemic proportions with 4.7 million youths, ages 6-17 
now overweight or obese. 22 percent of American children are now considered obese and that 
number is doubling every 10 years. 

 
• Children who are overweight often feel stigmatized, have lower self-esteem, and are less likely to 

engage in physical activity in order to avoid ridicule from classmates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources: California Cardiovascular Disease Prevention Coalition; California Department of Health Services; Children, Transport and the Quality 
of Life, Mayer Hillman 1993; National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI); Surgeon General Report on Physical Activity and Health, 
1996. 
 
Compiled by Safe Routes to Schools, a project of the Marin County Bicycle Coalition 
P.O. Box 201 
Forest Knolls, CA  94933 
(415) 488-4101 
www.safeoutestoschools.org 
*This information can also be found on page 68-69 of the NHTSA Safe Routes to School Toolkit 
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Guidelines for Good Pedestrian Behavior 
• For Children 

 Look both ways before crossing (left, right, left again) 
 Walk, don’t run, across the street 
 Cross only at safe corners, even if you walk farther 
 Choose the route with fewest streets to cross 
 When possible, cross streets at the crosswalk and traffic signs/signals 
 Obey traffic signs and signals 
 Face traffic when walking on roads without sidewalks 
 Watch for turning cars 
 Keep from walking between parked cars 
 Refuse to ride with strangers (U.S. Department of Transportation) 

 
• For Parents 

 Group children along school routes for better visibility and driver awareness. When larger 
numbers cross together it makes motorists more aware of kids crossing, increases driver 
compliance with stopping for crosswalks, and helps justify the installation of more extensive 
crossing protection devices. 

 Children are not small adults. They often act before thinking and may not do what parents 
or drivers expect. They assume that if they see the driver, the driver sees them. They have 
one-third narrower side vision, can’t judge speed and are less able to determine the direction 
of sounds. They are shorter than adults and can’t see over cars, bushes and other objects. 
(NHTSA) 

 
 
Helmets Can Save Lives 

• Bike helmet use can reduce the risk of head injury by 85 percent when worn correctly. 
 
• Each year more than 700 people are killed in bike crashes in the United States, and up to 50 percent 

of those deaths could have been prevented if bike riders had worn helmets. 
 
• Helmets must be snug and level and cover the upper part of the forehead; you should have room for 

no more than two fingers between the straps and your chin. (NHTSA, AAA) 
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Success Stories 
• The City of Seattle reported a 77 to 91 percent reduction in traffic collisions in some communities 

after it installed 700 traffic circles, while Portland, Oregon, experienced a 58 percent reduction in the 
number of reported crashes. (ITS) 

 
• The City of Santa Monica is redesigning at least a dozen major streets, installing bike lanes, and 

widening sidewalks and medians. The city is also embedding flashing yellow lights in the pavement 
to illuminate some crosswalks. Police have issued more than 700 citations to drivers failing to yield 
to pedestrians in nine months. (City of Santa Monica, CA) 

 
• In Odense, Denmark, the city created a network of traffic-free foot and bike paths, established slow 

speed areas, narrowed roads and installed traffic islands. Crashes declined by 85 percent. Twenty 
percent of all journeys in Denmark are now made by bike compared with 3 percent in Great Britain 
and 1 percent in the United States. (Dept. of Environment and Transport Regions, London, 
England) 

 
• In Great Britain, speed zones were reduced to 20 mph, resulting in 70 percent fewer child pedestrian 

causalities and 28 percent fewer bicycling causalities. (Dept. of Environment and Transport Regions, 
London, England) 

 
 
Some Statistics 

• A pedestrian struck by a car traveling: 
 40 mph has a 15 percent chance of survival 
 30 mph has a 55 percent chance of survival 
 20 mph has an 85 percent chance of survival 

 
• 73 percent of children aged 5-9 that were killed in accidents were riding in cars. 
 
• 20-25 percent of morning traffic is parents driving their children to school. 
 
• 46 percent of crashes involving child-pedestrians occur when he/she darts into the street. 
 
• 50 percent of children hit by cars near schools are hit by parents of other students. 
 
• Less than 1 percent of children ride bicycles to school – a 60 percent decrease since 1970. 
 
• 61 percent of adults would walk more if they had safe, secure paths 
 
• It takes about 10 minutes to walk a quarter of a mile or bike an entire mile. 

 
 
*This information can also be found on page 72-73 of the NHTSA Safe Routes to School Toolkit 
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APPENDIX VI 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL REFERENCE INFORMATION 
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School Zone 
This graphic – reproduced from the 2003 Edition of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD) for Streets and Highways – displays the appropriate placement of signs to designate a school 
zone.  Further detail on where, when and how to designate school zones can be found in Chapter 7 of the 
MUTCD.  
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School Crossing 
This graphic, also reproduced from the 2003 MUTCD, presents the appropriate signs used in advance of or 
at school crossings.  Further detail on where, when and how to designate school crossings can be found in 
Chapter 7 of the MUTCD. 
 
 
 

 
 
Sidewalks – Cross Section 
This graphic displays a cross section view of a typical sidewalk, buffer area and outside edge of a roadway. 
Note the separation, street trees and street furniture such as trash barrels. The vertical curb also help to 
define the edge of the roadway and channelize drainage.  
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Sidewalk – Plan Views 
A minimum width of 5 feet is recommended to separate a sidewalk and traveled way. This keeps pedestrians 
out of the “splash zone” and provides a more comfortable walking environment.  Cross-slopes from 
driveways should be minimized; this may require additional separation from the roadway.  To maintain a 
relatively level walking area, the sidewalk and driveway slopes should be coordinated, longitudinal sidewalk 
ramps may also be used if right of way is limited.  
 

 
 
 
Lighting 
Pedestrian scale lighting focuses light on the sidewalk, rather that traditional roadway lighting that focuses 
on the roadway. This smaller scale lighting can help create friendly walking environments. 
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Bridges 
The minimum recommended width for a non-motorized access bridge is 14 feet. This accommodates a 10-
foot wide path section, with two feet of clear space on each side.  If planking is used for decking, it should 
be angled to the travel direction; railings should be flared at approach. 
 

 
 
 

Prefabricated bridges, such as this one for the Patriot’s Path in Morris County, can be cost effective, and 
minimize environmental impacts. 
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APPENDIX VII 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
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SRTS Workshop Attendees & Consultants 
 
Francine Dello Russo 
Town & School Committee Chair 
908-766-2679 
MSFDR@aol.com 
 
Ginny Harknett, Transportation Coordinator 
Somerset Hills School District 
908-630-3015 
gharknett@shsd.org 
 
Brad Horsey 
Bernardsville Police Dept. 
908-766-0037 x. 228 
 
Peter Miller, Superintendent 
Somerset Hills School District 
908-630-3011 
pmiller@shsd.org 
 
Glenn Lampa, Assistant Superintendent 
Somerset Hills School District 
908-630-3011 
glampa@shsd.org 
 
Don Knudsen, Bernardsville Planning Board 
908766-6190 
 
Roseanne Mirabella, Town & School Committee 
908-766-2036 
 
Joseph Rossi, Borough of Bernardsville Council 
908-696-9770 
 
John Macdowall, Borough of Bernardsville Engineer 
908-766-3850 x. 147 
 
Denise Chaplick, Senior Planner 
The RBA Group 
973-898-0300 x 228 
dchaplick@rbagroup.com 
 
Michael Dannemiller, Senior Planner 
The RBA Group 
973-898-0300 x 245 
mdannemiller@rbagroup.com 
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APPENDIX VIII 
 

FUNDING SOURCES 
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This table lists the more likely funding sources that may be available to fund Safe Routes to School (SRTS) planning, 
program activities and projects.  While SRTS funding opportunities are constantly changing, this list will provide you 
with a place to begin your search.  Because SRTS programming ranges from engineering improvements to 
encouragement campaigns, education courses to enforcement operations, the funding sources are quite diverse. Thus, 
the sources have been categorized as planning assistance, program activities or project implementation funds.  
Please note that the agencies listed in the table have not been consulted, but SRTS initiatives may be eligible under 
each entry.  The entries are not presented in any particular order. 
 

TITLE / WEBSITE TYPE TIMELINE DESCRIPTION 

County Aid Program  
www.state.nj.us/transportatio
n/business/localaid/countyai
d.shtm  
Source: NJDOT 

Project Application Deadline falls in 
mid April 

This program, administered by NJDOT's 
Division of Local Aid and Economic 
Development, provides funding to counties 
for general design, ROW, and road 
construction. Independent bicycle or 
pedestrian projects could be funded under 
this program.  Each county must develop an 
Annual Transportation Program (ATP), 
which indicates projects to be undertaken 
their estimated costs.  NJDOT’s policy states 
“bicycle and pedestrian traffic should be 
incorporated in the planning, design, 
construction and operation of all projects and 
programs funded or processed by the 
NJDOT.”   

Municipal Aid Programs  
www.state.nj.us/transportatio
n/business/localaid/municaid
.shtm  
Source: NJDOT 

Project 

Typically, a solicitation is sent 
out in January 

 
Application Deadline falls in 

mid April 
 

Note:  As of 2/7/06, 
solicitation letters for FY 

2007 have not been sent out. 

This program is administered by NJDOT’s 
Division of Local Aid and Economic 
Development. The program provides funding 
to municipalities in New Jersey. It is 
NJDOT’s policy that all “bicycle and 
pedestrian traffic should be incorporated in 
the planning, design, construction and 
operation of all projects and programs 
funded or processed by the NJDOT.”  
Independent bicycle or pedestrian projects 
could be funded under this program.  
NJDOT will pay 75 percent of the total cost 
at the time of the award and the other 25 
percent at the time of completion of the 
project. 

Discretionary Funding 
Program  
www.state.nj.us/transportatio
n/business/localaid/descrfun
ding.shtm  
Source: NJDOT 

Project Applications can be made at 
any time. 

This program is administered by NJDOT’s 
Division of Local Aid and Economic 
Development. Primarily, this funding is used 
to address both emergency and regional 
needs. Projects are approved by the 
Commissioner. Under this program, counties 
and municipalities may apply for bicycle and 
pedestrian projects. Payment of project costs 
is the same as the Municipal Aid Program. 

Locally Initiated Bicycle 
Projects 
www.state.nj.us/transportatio
n/business/localaid/bikeways
.shtm  
Source: NJDOT 

Project 

Typically, a solicitation is sent 
out in January 

 
Application Deadline falls in 

mid April 
 

Note:  As of 2/7/06, 
solicitation letters for FY 

2007 have not been sent out. 

NJDOT’s Division of Local Aid and 
Economic Development administers this 
program.  These funds could be used for 
roadway projects to improve bicycle travel or 
for designated bikeways such as signed 
routes, bicycle lanes, or multi-use trails. 
NJDOT staff evaluates projects and the 
Commissioner determines the final selection. 
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TITLE / WEBSITE TYPE TIMELINE DESCRIPTION 

Safe Streets to Schools 
www.state.nj.us/transportatio
n/business/localaid/safestree
ts.shtm  
Source: NJDOT 

Project 

Typically, a solicitation is sent 
out in January 

 
Application Deadline falls in 

mid April 
 

Note:  As of 2/7/06, 
solicitation letters for FY 

2007 have not been sent out. 

This program, administered by NJDOT’s 
Division of Local Aid and Economic 
Development, is for pedestrian access and 
safety projects along routes to schools.  
NJDOT Staff evaluates projects and the 
Commissioner determines the final selection. 

Centers of Place 
www.state.nj.us/transportatio
n/business/localaid/centerpla
ce.shtm  
Source: NJDOT 

Project 

Typically, a solicitation is sent 
out in January 

 
Application Deadline falls in 

mid April 
 

Note:  As of 2/7/06, 
solicitation letters for FY 

2007 have not been sent out. 

This program is administered by NJDOT’s 
Division of Local aid and Economic 
Development.  The Centers of Place program 
is designed to assist municipalities who have 
formally participated in implementation of 
the New Jersey State Development and 
Redevelopment Plan (SDRP). The program 
provides an opportunity to apply for funds to 
support non-traditional transportation 
improvements to advance growth 
management objectives. 

Transit Villages 
www.state.nj.us/transportatio
n/business/localaid/transitvil
lage.shtm  
Source: NJDOT 

Project 

Typically, a solicitation is sent 
out in January 

 
Application Deadline falls in 

mid April 
 

Note:  As of 2/7/06, 
solicitation letters for FY 

2007 have not been sent out. 

This program is administered by NJDOT’s 
Division of Local aid and Economic 
Development. The Transit Village Grant 
Program is designed to assist municipalities 
who have been formally designated as Transit 
Villages by the Commissioner of 
Transportation and the inter-agency Transit 
Village Task Force. 

Transportation 
Enhancements (TE)  
www.state.nj.us/transportatio
n/business/localaid/enhance
ments.shtm 
Source: FHWA/NJDOT 

Project 

Typically a solicitation is sent 
out in early February. 

No solicitation has been 
made yet this year.   

This program administered by NJDOT’s 
Division of Local Aid and Economic 
Development, focuses on transportation-
related projects that promote alternative 
modes of transportation while preserving and 
protecting environmental resources. The 
program fosters more livable communities, 
enhances the overall travel experience, and 
promotes new transportation partnerships. 
The program is funded by a set-aside percent 
of Federal Surface Transportation Program. 

Local Scoping Projects 
Source: 
FHWA/NJDOT/DVRPC 
www.state.nj.us/transportatio
n/business/localaid/scoping.
shtm 
 

Planning 
and 

Project 

MPO’s establish application 
and selection timeline. 

This program, administered by the MPO 
(DVRPC) provides federal funds to the sub-
regions (counties) to advance projects 
through preliminary engineering and 
environmental reviews.  Municipalities are 
eligible for the program but must work 
through the County.  NJDOT is involved in 
the selection process and in requesting 
authorization of federal funding and review 
of environmental documents. 
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TITLE / WEBSITE TYPE TIMELINE DESCRIPTION 
Local Lead Projects 
Source: 
FHWA/NJDOT/NJTPA 
www.state.nj.us/transportatio
n/business/localaid/lead.sht
m 

Planning 
and 

Project 

MPO’s establish application 
and selection timeline. 

This program, administered by the MPO 
(DVRPC), provides funding on a competitive 
basis to advance projects through final design 
and right-of-way.  After selection, NJDOT is 
involved in processing, establishing federal 
funding, and reviews. 

Pedestrian Safety Grants  
Source:  NHTSA/NJDLPS 
(Section 402 Funds) 
www.nj.gov/lps/hts/grants/p
edestriangrants.html 
www.njsaferoads.com/downl
oads/instrucgrant.pdf  
www.njsaferoads.com/downl
oads/grant_application.pdf 
 

Program 

Grant operates on the 
Federal Fiscal Year (i.e. FY 
2007 = October 1, 2006-

September 30, 2007).  Grant 
application deadline is 

February 28, 2006; Grant 
approval letters will be sent 

July/August, 2006. 

This program provides funding to 
governmental subdivisions, often police 
departments, for pedestrian safety education 
and enforcement. The education component 
provides funding for materials to educate 
high-risk pedestrian groups. The enforcement 
component provides overtime funding to 
enforce traffic laws at high-risk pedestrian 
locations. Grants are typically given to police 
departments. 

Comprehensive Traffic 
Safety Programs (CTSP)  
Source: NHTSA/NJDLPS 
(Section 402 Funds) 
www.nj.gov/lps/hts/grants/c
tspgrants.html 
www.njsaferoads.com/downl
oads/instrucgrant.pdf  
www.njsaferoads.com/downl
oads/grant_application.pdf 
 

Program 

Grant operates on the 
Federal Fiscal Year (i.e. FY 
2007 = October 1, 2006-

September 30, 2007).  Grant 
application deadline is 

February 28, 2006; Grant 
approval letters will be sent 

July/August, 2006. 

Grants are available typically to counties to 
initiate a comprehensive traffic safety 
program. Under the guidance of a steering 
committee at the county level, funds can 
address a variety of traffic safety issues 
including impaired driving, pedestrian/bicycle 
safety, school bus safety, work zone safety, 
aggressive driving, speed enforcement and 
child safety. 

Safe Routes to School 
Funding  
(Under SAFETEA-LU) 
Source: FHWA/NJDOT 

Program  
and  

Project 

Program guidelines and 
funding process to be 
established in 2006. 

The SRTS program is a new program under 
the current Federal transportation funding 
legislation.  Safe, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act: A legacy for 
Users (SAFETEA-LU).  The State SRTS 
coordinator administers federal funding.  The 
program will fund the planning, and 
implementation of projects and programs 
that access and safety and thereby facilitate 
walking and bicycling to school.  The Federal 
share is 100 percent.  

Association of New Jersey 
Environmental 
Commissioners (ANJEC) 
2006 Smart Growth 
Planning Grants for 
Municipalities 
www.anjec.org 
 

Planning 
Application 

Deadline 
March 31, 2006 

A matching grant program with grants of up 
to $20,000 for New Jersey communities.  The 
goal of the grant program is to promote local 
land use planning that reduces sprawl, creates 
efficient, walkable communities with open 
space and green areas and protects 
environmentally sensitive areas. 
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TITLE / WEBSITE TYPE TIMELINE DESCRIPTION 

Transportation 
Management Associations 
(TMAs) 
Source: FHWA/NJDOT 

Program 
and 

Planning 
 

TMAs receive substantial funding assistance 
through the NJDOT and New Jersey Transit. 
They have carried out and are encouraged to 
continue to develop and undertake work 
program elements involving the promotion of 
bicycling and walking, development of bicycle 
suitability maps, effective cycling 
presentations, etc. 

School District Funds 
Program 

and 
Project 

 

School Districts can provide funds through 
the annual budget to provide program 
support or capitol improvements.  Each 
individual school district will have several 
different ideas for funding. 

County or Municipal Funds 
Program 

and 
Project 

 

Counties and municipalities can provide 
funds in the Capital Improvement Budget for 
physical improvements and program 
development and support. For example, 
sidewalks can be added instead of providing 
courtesy busing. 

 
 
 
 


