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Navigating Grants
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Extra point given to 

towns with a Complete 

Street policy

ADVANTAGES CONSIDERATIONS

Annual grant rounds

Easier & faster 

to spend

Extra point for 

Complete Streets, 

TUMS, Opportunity 

Zone, etc.

Municipal Aid is often 

only used for 

resurfacing

Bikeways & 

Safe Streets to Transit 

not for bigger projects

"Smaller" projects including those under $350,000



Extra point given to 

towns with a Complete 

Street policy

ADVANTAGES CONSIDERATIONS

20% match covered

Solicitation through 

NJDOT with MPOs 

Can apply for design 

assistance, will add 

years to completion

NJDOT Local Aid Staff 

5 -10+ years for 

implementation

Full-time person of 

responsible charge

Requires staff capacity

Local Concept 
Development

Emergency Relief

Local Safety/ High 
Risk Rural Roads

Safe Routes to School

Transportation 
Alternatives

Federal Funds (NJDOT)
$350,000 +



NJDOT GRANT PROGRAMS

$140

MILLION

Municipal Aid 

(competitive)

$150

MILLION

County Aid 

(non-competitive)

$44

MILLION

Local Bridges 

Fund

(non-competitive)

$7.5

MILLION

Local Aid 

Infrastructure Fund

(competitive)

$28

MILLION

Local Freight

Impact Fund

(competitive)

$1

MILLION

Urban Aid

(formula)

$1

MILLION

Bikeway

(competitive)

$1

MILLION

Safe Streets 

to Transit

(competitive)

$10

MILLION

Transit Village

(competitive)

$10

MILLION

Federal 

Safe Routes 

to School

(competitive)

$25

MILLION

Federal 

TA Set Aside

(competitive)



Additional Funding

Transit 

Village

$1 Million

Safe Street to 

Transit

$1 Million

Bikeways

$1 Million

FY 2022 - $2.818 

Million

FY 2023 -

$1.946 Million

FY 2024 - $3.235 

Million 

FY 2022 -

$7.605 Million

FY 2023 - $12.432 

Million

FY 2024 - $13.629 

Million

FY 2022 - $4.877 

Million

FY 2023 - $7.422 

Million

FY 2024 - $7.936 

Million



Extra point given to 

towns with a Complete 

Street policy

ADVANTAGES CONSIDERATIONS

Focus on 

vulnerable road users & 

underserved communities

Large grant amounts

Some include planning 

assistance

20% match not

covered

Unknowns:

National competition

Timeline for award 

authorization & 

implementation

Regional partnerships

Access to assistance

Direct Federal Funds



• Four counties awarded SS4A grants:

Essex, Hudson, Monmouth, Union

• Using non-SS4A funds for county-level action plans
NJTPA

• Received $1.5 million planning grant for entire 9 
county jurisdictionDVRPC

• Using HSIP funds to develop 4 individual county 
Road Safety PlansSJTPO 

MPO and County-led Safety Planning Efforts



[Source: FHWA]



Grant Tips and Strategies



Tell your safety story
• Have a plan

• Demonstrate safety 
 What are you already doing?

 What infrastructure provides the 

best safety options?

Grant Tips and Strategies



Grant Tips and Strategies

Connect with local 

champions, not just 

grant writers



Grant Tips and Strategies

Priotize populations and 

areas with equity needs 



Grant Tips and Strategies

Engage the public
Show community support



Strategies for Success

1. Know the grant: State vs Federal vs Federal Federal

2. Adopt/implement a Complete & Green Streets Policy

3. Show a plan and community support 

4. Prioritize areas and populations with greatest need

5. Use resources provided by TMAs & NJDOT Local Aid



Finding Funding



Finding Funding: Planning Assistance

NJDOT Local Bike/Ped Planning 
Assistance

NJTPA Complete Streets 
Technical Assistance

DVRPC  Transportation and 
Community Development 

Initiative (TCDI)



• Together North Jersey Funding 
and Resources Database

• County and Municipal Open 
Space Trust Funds

• Municipal Capital 

Finding Funding



Resources



• NJ Walks & Bikes Newsletter

• NJ Safe Routes Newsletter

Tips and Strategies

saferoutesnj.org

njbikeped.org



NJ Transportation Management Associations

saferoutesnj.org



NJDOT Design Guides

1. Complete Streets Design Guide

2. Complete & Green Streets for All:   

Model Complete Streets Policy & Guide

3. School Zone Design Guide

4. School Bike Parking Guide

5. Planning for Greenways Guidebook

www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/completestreets/resources



FHWA Proven Safety Countermeasures

safety.fhwa.dot.gov/provencountermeasures



Webinar: How to Adopt or Update a 
Complete and Green Streets Policy

Learn how to create and adopt your own custom municipal 

Complete & Green Streets Policy. If you already have a policy, 

learn how to upgrade with the NJ Model Policy. This free one-

hour webinar for municipal officials, staff, or consultant 

representatives is sponsored by the NJDOT Bureau of Safety, 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Programs and the North Jersey 

Transportation Planning Authority and organized by Sustainable 

Jersey.

• Tuesday, September 17, 2024, 

noon to 1:00pm

• Follow-up Open House Q&A for 

attendees to be held virtually on 

Wednesday, October 30, 2024 

from 3:00-5:00pm

https://go.rutgers.edu/CSPolicy

https://go.rutgers.edu/CSPolicy


Contact:
NJ Safe Routes Resource Center

saferoutesnj.org

Telephone: (848) 932-7901

Email: srts@ejb.rutgers.edu

Contact:
NJ Bicycle & Pedestrian Resource Center

njbikeped.org

Telephone: (848) 932-3714

Email: bikeped@ejb.rutgers.edu

Thank You!


