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Executive Summary

A Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Travel Plan is a resource to encourage and increase the number
of students walking or bicycling to school. It provides directions for schools, students, families
and the city to build a safer walking and biking environmentésidents.

School Travel Plans are site specific and describe the needs of each particular school being
studied. The plan includes observations, ideas and an action plan tesaddsues and

problem areasThe Plan covers five aspects of the Safe &otd School program Education,
Encouragement, Enforcement, Evaluation, and Engineering.

The School Travel Plan outlines the timeframe and funding priorities to support a coordinated
schedule of streetscape improvements

1. Goals
The goals of th€resskill DistricBchool Travel Plan are:
a. ldentify any issues that impact safety on the keavelroutesused by students
b. Provide a list of suggestions to improve sg&hooltravel environmentimprove safety,
reduce congestion) to encourage more students to walk and bike to school
c. Categorize the suggestions in terms of cost and time needed to make repair
d. Implement solutions to encourage more students to walk and bike to school

2. Task Force

This School Travel Plan is the product of a productive partnershiistrect SRTS Task Force
came togeher out of a request from théorough to create a safe path for students and

residents to be able to travel through the loctteetsto get to sclool in a safer manneithe
involvement of local stakeholders is an important part of ensuring the sustainability of the SRTS
initiative and the enactment of the Action Plan.

3. Conmunity Barriers to Health

As pe& the Community Health Neks Assessment Survey done€bil3by the Christian Health

Care Center, Englewood Hospital and Medical Center, Hackensack University Kedtea)

Holy Name Medical Center, and The Val®gpital BergenCountyQ &  LIdrisirhuthiblbler
relative to NJ ad the USResidentsare generally weleducated, less likely to be unemployed
and more likely to have access to healthgds and recreationHowever, there are still areas
with low income and minority populations that face significant health disparéresinequities.
Obesity, Fitness, Nutrition and Chronic Diseasee identified as the top priority aresto focus

on for community health.

4. School Travel Data

Infall 2019 the Bryan Elementary Schodllerritt Memorial School and Cresskill Middle School
teachers conducted School Travel iallo determine how studats travel to and from school.
Page 2122 have specific results for each school. 70 t@8&@&ent of studentsare driven to and
from the eementary schools (Bryan and Merritt). 12 to 23 percent walk to and from school
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and 36 percent carpoolEven though they are older, 56 to 80 percent of Middle School
students are driven by parents, but 35 percent walk horbess than one percent of stunles
bike to or from school at all three schools even though the borough is only 2.07 square miles

5. Barriers and Opportunities Identified for Safer Walking & Biking
The Safe Routes to School Task Force, and Community Partners frBordghof Cresskill
conducteda walkability assessant of the road coniions along main roads such Bsookside
Avenue Madison Avenue, Grant Avena@d Lexington Avenuen December 11. The major
intersections neathe three £hoolwhich students uséclude:

a. Brookside and Grant Avenue

b. Traffic Circle on Madison Avenue

c. Union Avenue and Piermont Road

d. Grant Avenue and Cresskill Avenue

e. Dogwood Lane and Margie Avenue

Key opportunities for street iprovementinclude:

Painting or repainting ilgh visibilitycrosswalk

Pedestriancrossing sigaand speed limit signs are needawincrease driver awareness
Qrackedand ureven sidewalkpose a danger to strollers, small children, and elderly
Water pools at somecorners covedome padsfreeze during wter andare hazards
Incomplete sidewalks or no sidewalks force pedestrians to walk in the street which can
lead topedestrian crashes
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6. Action Plan

¢CKS {IFS w2dziSa G2 {OK22f LINRAINIY OF{iS3I2NAIT Sa
Encouragement, Eafcement, Evaluation and Engineering. This is a useful tool because it helps
GKS a0K22f LINA2NRAGATS ySEG aidSLlae Ly F LI NIAO
urgently needed than others, so the school can execute the recommendations in any aggler th
choose. This School Travel Plan recommends a number of improvements that can be made to
encourage safe walking and biking. The action plan can be used to support SRTS and other

Federal or State grant applications to fund municipal roadway improvements.

Key Actions/Recommendations in Action Plan include:

1 Installpedestrian level lights ansidewalks on roads such as Knickerbodkk& Lexington Ave.

1 Repaint and addigh visibilitycrosswalksnd sidewalk#n areas such as Madison Aveéresskill
Traffic CirclePiermont Rd., Margie Avenue
Correct unevencrackedand missingidewalkson Knickerbocker Road and Piermont Road
Promote walking & biking to school to reduce traféiz pollution,the number ofparents driving
kids, ando increasehealth andfithessof students The borough is walkable and 2 square miles.
Adjustschedule to allow kids time to wadlkike to Merritt Memorialfor afterschool activitie
Correct truncated dome paalignmentas seen on Madison Avand other streetcorners
Minimize waer collection points at cornarand on sidewalks

= =

= =4 =



1. Walking and Cycling to Health
1.1 The Challenge

Over the past few decades, a number of societal and environmental changes have limited
OKAf RNByQa | O0Saa cargwalk bike &nd playl FOr&ampleKitidsed( K S &
traffic, neighborhoods that lack sidewalks and urban sprawl have contributed to a sharp decline
in the number of students who walk or bike to school. Nationally, while 42 percent of children
walked or bikedo school in 1969, only 13 penaeof children did so in 200Additionally, the
popularity of television and video games as a means to entertain children has contributed to a
more sedentary lifestyle. As a result, children and adolescents are lessghlgyasative than

they were several generations ago.

The decrease in walking and biking to school and less physical forms of play has resulted in an
alarming increase in childhood obesity. During the past four decades, the obesity rate for
children ages 6 11 has more than quadrupled (from 4.2 to 17 percent), and the obesity rate
for adolescents ages 12 to 19 has more than tripled (from 4.6 to 17.6 percent) in the United
Jates.

Developing policies and practices to address these environmental and Isaials to daily

physical activity are critical to reducing and preventing obesity among children. Supporting

GFr OGADS OGN yaLR2NIleée o6¢6lf1AYy3a YR 0AO00OfAY3I0 (2
increase daily physical activity among yotith.

1.2. The Program

Safe Routes to School (SRTS) is a federal program that encourages, teaches and enables
children to safely bicycle and walk to school. The program aims to help children be more
physically active with the intent to reduce chronic disease andqmeand reduce obesity.

SRTS focuses on increasing the number of children walking and bicycling to school by building
and repairing infrastructure such as sidewalks, crosswalks, and bicycle lanes. The program also
encourages changes in travel behavioports increased enforcement of traffic laws around
schools, and educates communities on the benefits and safety aspects of active transport. This
report summarizes research on active transport to school, physical activity levels and health
outcomes. It ado explores the factors that influence walking and biking to school, including the
impact of SRTS programs.

The SRTS Program is a collaborative effort of multiple stakeholders that include community
members, elected officials, city planners, and policpatements. SRTS brings a community

closer together by implementing programs such as walking school buses, walkability
assessments, bicycle rodeos and pedestrian safety presentations. The benefits of SRTS extend
far beyond the schools into the communitg a whole.

L walking and Biking to School, Physical Activities and Health Outcomes, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
6



In addition to keeping residents physically active and healthy, community spaces that promote
walking can draw people together safelgd provide more opportunities for people of all ages
and abilities to stay socialgonnectal and engaged. Local areas with good pedestrian
networks can also havaubstantid economic and environmental benefits to a loaata.

Towns and cities that develop recreational programming that encourages thef ysestrian
networks, infrastructuretrails, or walkable facilities can help revitalize a downtown, increase
private investment, increase property values, promote tourism, and support the development
of a good business climate. glowingbody of research connects higher property values and
economically sound communities to better walkability aridserproximity among certain
neighborhood destinations, includifwpuses, parks, schoolsjsinesses, services, and social
venues. Main streets can benefit economically from good sidewalks andtlity &0 easily and
safely peruse shops, restaurants, and IsEVices.

Ly {we¢{ 2Ff1loAfAle !aaSaaySyid IyR {OKz22f ¢NI
pedestrian and bicycle travel to increase the number of students who walk and biohdol

and to improve safety. A School Travel Plan is a report about the Walkability Assessment and
identifies the following:

Where students currently walk and bike?
Where students would walk and bike if they could?
What changes need to be made so thatdgats can and will walk and bike to school?

O« O¢ O«

The School Travel Plan identifies short term solutions for immediate action and implementation
as well as long term solutions that may require planning and additional funds. Benefits of
developing a School Trauelan include:

Creating partnerships between the school and surrounding community
Generating ideas and actions so walking and bicycling is safer

Building community excitement and support

Making an application for a SRTS grant more competitive by demdingtiaa
connection between goals, actions and targets.

O« O« O¢ O«

1.3. The Team

The New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) funds and administers the SRTS
program in New Jersey, and the Voorhees Transportation Center (VTC) at Rutyersity
provides teclmical and administrative support.

The actual implementation of the SRW&kability auditaround the schoolsvas undertaken by
a group of organizationsnd individualsthe regionalSRT&amat EZ RideBoroughof Cresskill
Council ancdadministrators VoorheesTransportationCenter staff the Superintendent and
School District staf§choolstaff, parents andstudents, the BorouglibPW and Cresskilllraffic
Police.



EZ Ride

In New Jersey, Transportation Management Associations (TMASs) have taken the lead in
coordinating the implementation of the SRTS programs. TMAs ar@rdit organizations

whose mission is to implement transportation programs and services like carpoofsols,
shuttles, biking and walking that reduce congestion and improve air quality. EZ Ride is one of
eight Transportation Management Associations (TMAS) in New Jersey and primarily serves
Bergen, Essex, Monmouth, Passaic and Union cou@ie€ctober 252019, Edward H. Bryan
Elementary School hosted a Walk to School Day to promote walking to school. On November 6,
2019, a Pedestrian Safety Presentation was delivered by the SRT®t488K-5th grade
studentsat Edward H. Bryan Elementary Schéokddition, on January 30, 2020, the SRTS
team spoke with 221 Cresskill High School students on pedestrian safety, and 293 Cresskill
Middle School students on bike safety.

Background to the Walkability Assessment atydn Elementary School and Merritt Memorial

The effort to improvewalking and bikingafetyin Cresskill around thechook was initiatedby

a resident and municipal group who had concerns. The géoGpli dzLJ | YSSdiAy3a gAGK
SRTS Coordinator. Thelrjective was ¢ apply for an SRTS infrastructure grant to improve

roadway conditionsn the vicinity of Edward H. Bryan Elementary Schibel Middle School

and Merritt Memorial School

TheSRT®oordinatorat EZ Rideffered to do awalk and bik assessment and assist the
Boroughto write a School Travel Plao identify problems andlevelopan actionplanwhich
could be submitted with grant applicationBhiswork was initiated bySteve McAnultya
residentwho connectedwith the SRTS team at EZ Ridlecause a family member was involved
in a fatal pedestrian crash in CressKilhe teanenlisted the District, Borough, and sufisto
participate and achieve @oldSRT®ecognition award

School Travel Tallies were donedntober2019to provide a baseline measure of how students
travel to school.Reportswere generated by Voorhees Transportation CeriteDecembeand
January 02019 and sent to EZ Ride.

A key element of the SRTS program is to engage community grodpscah stakeholders to
support and sustain the SRTS program after the travel plan is completed. Their role is to
implement the School Travel Plan within the communitygroup of residents and stakeholders
formed the Cresskill Safe Streets coalitiorwork on improving pedestrian safety for students
and residents

On Wednesday December 12019a walkability team composed of teR g | NR . NB |y { OK
Principal Assistant PrincipaGuperintendentPTAmembers City Councikepresentatives

members ofthe Cresskill Policend FireDepartmens, SRTS Coordinagand severaparents
andstudentsmet to review a presentation on how to conduct a walk audit and what to look for
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in the streetscape. After the final bell rang, the team moved outdoors to coratuct
assessment and departed with students at dismissal.

TheSchool Task Force:

A list of the Task Force wigave input intahe Walkability Assessment ameho are crucial to
the implementation of the projecare included in the table below.



SchoolTravel Plan Task Force

Organization Role/Responsibility Contact

Cresskill School District Superintendent Michael Burke
201-277-7791
mburke@cboekiz.org

Cresskill Cresskill Safe Streets | SteveMcAnulty

Coadinator stevemcanulty@yahoo.com
40 Florence Avenue
Cresskill, NJ 07626
2127582702
Edward H. Bryan School Principal Erik W. Roth

51 Brookside Avenue
Cresskill, NJ 07626
201-659-1191 ext. 2054
eroth@choekl12.0rg

Edward H. Bryan School

Assistant Principal

Paul Wyka

51 Brookside Avenue
Cresskill, NJ 07626
201-659-1191 ext. 2013
pwyka@choekl12.org

Edward H. Bryan School PTA

School PTA President

Kim Semenor
201-417-1188
78 Heatherhill road
Cresskill, NJ 07626

Merritt Memorial School

Principal

Sean Conlon
Dogwood Lane
Cresskill, NJ 07626
201-569-8381
sconlon@cboek12.org

Cresskill Middle School /High Schoo

Principal

John Massaro

One Lincoln Dve
Cresskill, NJ 07626
201-227-7791
jmassaro@cresskillnj.net

Cresskill Council Member

Council Member

Simone Tsigounis

10 Smith Pond Rd.
Cresskill, NJ 07626
201-5755400
stsigouns@alum.mit.edu

Cresskill Council Member

Council Member

James Cleary

201-567-9069
Cresskill Coundilember Council Member Greg Mueller

201-894-0286
Cresskill Council Member Council Member Kathleen Savas

201-894-0286
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Ksavas@cresskillboro.org

Cresskill Council Member Council Member Greg Mueller
201-567-4969

Cresskill Police Department DetectivePatrolman/ John Birnie
Firearms/ Juvenile 201-568-1400

Officer/ Bear Mgt.
Coordinator

jbirnie@cresskillpd.org

Cresskill Police Department

Lieutenant/ Supervisor
of Traffic Bureau &
Dispatchers/ Discovery

Theodore (Ted) Cebulski
201-5681400
tcebulski@cresskillpd.org

Request Officer & OPR
Cresskill Police Department Patrolman/ Traffic Seth Grubecki
Bureau/ T.A.C. 201-568-1400
sgrubecki@cresskillpd.org
Cresskill Fire Department Chief of Fire Christopher Ulshoefer
Department 201-568-0030
culshoefer@cresskillboro.oeg
Cresskill Parent Rotem Zaidenberg
646-438-4567
Cresskill Parent Karla Lozana
49 Palisade Ave
Cresskill, N7626
646-4186299
Cresskill Parent Steve Mehlbrech
smelbrech@gmail.com
Cresskill Parent Heiddy Martin
heiddya@yahoo.com
Cresskill Resident Jeannette McAnulty
40 Florence Avenue
Cresskill, NJ 07626
Cresskill Student Svettana Faynneilbet
Cresskill Student Lianna Tai
Cresskill Student Naya Wiezel
EZ Ride SRTS Program Lisa Lee
Transportation Management Assistance, EZ Ride

Association

Community Resource,
Safety Education

SRTReg.Coordinator& Deputy Director
144 Park Place East WoRidge, NJ 07075
201-9394242, x 123

llee@ezride.org

EZ Ride
Transportation Management
Association

Assistant Coordinator,
Bike & Pedestrian
Programs

Latoya Howard, BA

EZ Ride

Assistant Coordinator

144 Park Place East
Wood-Ridge, NJ 07075

Tel : (201) 9391242 Ext.122
lhoward@ezride.org
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2. CommunityProfile

2.1. Cresskiland Bergen Gunty Health Profile¢ BergenCounty Community
Health Assessment

Accoding to the US Cens2918American Community Survey, @resskill, #%of those under
age 18 and%of those over age 65 are living below the poverty lifiee per capita income in
Cresskill is $63,585, about 1.5 times the amount in New Jersey ($40r8¢)annual
household earnings are generally high with.4% earning less than $308<1% earning $3@
50K, anB1.5%earning over $50KRace and ethnity in Cresskill is 0% Black/African
American6.6% Hispani®6.26 White,31.9% Asiaand 1.26 Multirace.

BergenCounty $ ranked # in NJ for Health Outcomes according to the County Health Rankings
& Roadmas. The datahows that Berge&ountyhas moreprimary care physicians, mental

health providers, and dentists per capita than is typical of New Jersey. Additionally, there is a
higher rate of diabetic monitoring which may indicate a higher inoogeof disease. As p#re
2016Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNABdogen CountyTwo-fifths of Bergen

County adults (40.7%) report some type of difficulty or delay in obtaining healthcare services in
the past year.

The CHNA also revealed tiéd..2 % of Bergen Coungylults areoverweightand23.4 %of
adultsreport no leisurectime physical activity in the past month.

In 2013 representatives from Christian Health Care Center, Englewood Hospital and Medical
Center , Hackensack University Medical Center , Holy Méadécal Center, the Valley
Hospital,Bergen County Department of Health Services(BCRRSCommunity Health
Improvement Partnership ddergenCounty worked collaboratively toonducta Community

Health NeedsAssessmenand Improvement Plan for Bergen Couriarla Klein Partnership
Coordinator at BCDHS and Coordinator of the CHIP managed the project and was the main
liaison between thedvisory committeeand John SnowWwNC, the consulting compaimred to
assistwith the assessment.

Discussion groups identified the following themes affectiregcommunities within Bergen
County where they live or work:

Co¢ of living is high in Berge@ounty. According to 2018report fromthe Economic
Policy Institutea family offour with two schoolage children need$8,754 a month, or
$105,042 annually, to live comfortably. Included in these cost®iansing food, child
care and transportatiorto work, health care, taxes, and other necessitidscording to
a 2017 report, dr a single adult, the income needé&alreasonably afford a one
bedroom apartment is $46,619

Some families struggle with paying for food, housing, caring for parents and lack of
affordable insurance. For affluent communities in the county, access tthioaad is
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much more available and convenient. In socioeconomicdibadvantaged

communities, health care may not be accessible or available and is therefore viewed as
less important as people may not be aware they have health issues.

Community should prnade the proper environment and promote policies that
encouragephysical activity antiealthy behaviors.

Physial fitness is limited for kiddifhited access to fithess activities, overuserdand
electronics).

Understanding Social Determinants éfealth

Conditions in the places where people live, learn, work, and play affect a wide range of health
risks and outcomes. These conditions are known as social determinants of health. We know
that poverty may limit healthy food access and coincide witkafe neighborhoods and that
more education is a predictor of better health. We also know that differences in health are
striking in communities with poor social determinants of health such as unstable housing, low
income, unsafe neighborhoods, or substandl education. By applying what we know about
social determinants of health, we can not only improve individual and population health but

also advance health equity.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Chart 1.Percentage oPopulations Living Belov00% and Below 200% of the Poverty Level; 2010
2014)
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10.0% 7.5%
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Bergen County New Jersey usS
m <100 of Povery m <200 of Poverty

US Census Bureau American Community Sury@abestimates. Retrieved April 2016 from Community Commons at http://www.chna.org

1 The latest census estimate shows 7.5% of Bergen County population living below the

federal poverty level.
1 Lower than state and national percentages
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1 Inall, 18.6% of Bergen County residents (an estimated 169,353 individuals) live below
200% of the federgboverty level.

Chart 2. Estimated Medin Household IncomeCresskill NJ
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Census, 2017
{1 Data suggests tha@resskilfamilies earnedlmost$60,000morethan the average

American Household in 2017

Chart 3 Percent of Those Surveyed Who Have Ever Be@whThey Have Asthma
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Source2013Community Health Needs Assessment
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1 As of 201311 percent of Bergen County residents have ever been told by their doctors
that they have asthma which is comparable to the state rate of 13%. African Americans
are nearly twice as likely as Bergen County residents overall to report being told by their
doctor that they have asthma.

(hart 4. Child Obesity Prevalence
(Children 517 who are Obese; BMI in 95Percentile of Higher)
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Source2016Community Health Needs Assessment

Nearly twice the national percentage
{GFrGAaGAOLtte aAYAfINI o6& OKAfRQa 3
More prevalent among children age 5 to 12 than teenagers
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Media Viewing Habits

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends that children spend a maximum of two hours
per day on entertainment media like televisicsomputers, and video games.

Exercise

The HHS 2008 Physical Activity Guidelines for Americans recommend that adults get at least
thirty minutes of moderate to vigorous activity daily and that children get at least sixty minutes
of moderate to vigorouphysical activity dailyChart 5 below indicates the percentage of

Bergen County residents that meet physical activity recommendations.
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Chart 5.Percentage of Population thatleets Physical Activity Recommendations
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2016 PRC Community Health Sunfyfessional Research Consultants, Inc. [Item 174] US Department of Health and Human Services. Healthy
People 2020. December 2010. http://www.healthypeople.gov [ObjectivdPA

Those less likely to meet physical activity requirements include:
1T Women
1 Lowand middleincome residentgpositive correlation with income)

2.2 District andSchoolProfile

CresskillSchool District

TheCresskilRegional School District serves the Boroug@reisskil(population8,935). This
community idocated approximately fifteen miles northwest of midtown Manhatte®uch
proximity provides incomparable educational, cultural, and recreational opportunities, while
preserving the charm and lifestyle of a small suburban toiMne majority of parents ar
engaged in professional and managerial occupations with incomes in the middle and upper
middle brackets.

CresskilRegional School Distriserves approximately,767 students and includetsvo PK-5
neightorhood elementary schools,d. 6-8 Middle School, and ar. 9-12 High SchooThe

Middle School is located adjacent to the High School and they share a campus and parking lot.
Student demographics are shown in Table 1 belbwe different ethnicities of students provide

a diverse educational expence forkindergarten to secondary school students
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Table 1.CresskilDistrict ¢ Student Demographics

Ethnicity
Caucasian 57.1%
Hispanic 6.3%
AfricantAmerican 0.5%
Asian/Pacific Islander 34.7%
American Indian 0.1%
Two or more races 1.4%
Gender
Male 51%
Female 49%
Grade Level
Preschool 22
Elementary (KindergarteqGrade 5) 824
Middle Schoo(Grade 68) 428
Senior High School (Gra8el2) 515

Source: NJ School Performance Report, 2817

Academic Performance
TheCresskilschool District has been classified by the NJ Department of Education as District
Cl OG 2 NJ¢ mmbl&dmdhighest of eight groupings.

The District Factor Groups (DFGs) provide a systematic approach for classifying New Jersey
school districts basedn the socioeconomic status (SES) observed within the communities
served by the district. The department first developed the DFGs in 1975 utilizing data from the
1970 Decennial Census. Since then, the department has updated the DFGs two times to 1)
incorparate current data from the Census Bureau and 2) make improvements to the

methodology employed. This report represents the fourth version of the DFGs.
(NJ Department of Education)

School Profile

According to theNJ School Performance Repdhte Edward HBryan Elementary School
educates 478 studentsin gr. K5. Merritt Memorial serves346gr. k5 studentsand 22 PK
students and the Middle School servd28gr. 68 students.In 2020, the PK students will be
moving to Edward H. Bryan Elementary School which is building a new preschodiivang.
mission ofallthe Cresskill Public Scho@d$o promote academic excellence, to foster self
esteem in a dynamic and caring environrheand to prepare students to be Ifieng learners
and contributors in an evolving and evelnanging world.
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Chat 6. District StudentEthnicity

1.40%
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m Caucasian
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m African-American

H Asian/Pacific Islander
m American Indian

= Two or more races

0.50%

Source: NJ School Performance Report, 2817

3. Journey to School

In the 1960s, about 50 percent of children in the United States walked or bicycled to school.
Over the last few decades, concerns about vehicle traffic, safety for the children, and longer
commutes haveesulted inmore and more parents to drive their aofien to school. This results

in more traffic on the road and less children who walk to school. Today, on average only about
15 percent of children walk or bike to school.

Cresskill is suburb of New York City. Located in Bergen County, Crasskilea calledone of
the best places to live in New Jersey, both for its proximity to the cityitanightknit

community. Cresskill is home to many restats, coffee shops, and parks, especially on Union
Avenue, where a plethora of shops are locatetap 1 provides &awvo-mile area of the

residential area surroundin@Gresskill Middle Schod@yyanElementary SchopMerritt

Memorial SchoolBryan and Merrittare grade K-5 schoolsand the Middle School serves gr86
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3.1. Current Student Travel Environment

School HoursMonday¢ Friday

EdwardH. Bryan $hool

Start Time8:30 a.m.

Lunch: 11:20 a.ng, 12:55 p.m.

End Time: 3:10 p.m.

Step By Stepreschool8:45 a.m¢ 2:45 p.m.

Merritt Memorial

Start Time: 8:30 a.m.

Lunch: 12:05 p.nt 12:50 p.m.
End time: 3:10 p.m.

Cresskill Middle School

Start Time: 8:29 a.m.

Lunch: 1148 a.m.¢ 12:33 p.m.
End Time: 3:00 p.m.

Drop-off/Pick up Procedure

There are no schoolusseghat service the families didward H. Bryan Elementary School
Families who use personal vehictescarpoolamust drop off students on Berkeléywenue.

Crossing Guards

Edward H. Bryan Elementary Schioa$ guard$érom 7:30 am 9:00 am and 2:45 pra#t pm at the
following posts:

Mezzine Drive & Brookside Avenue
Madison Avenue & Sixth Street
Jefferson & Lexington Avenues
Knickerbocker Road & Pershing Street
Bryan Schoantrance

Jefferson & Madison Avenues

Grant & Brookside Avenues

Lexington & Brookside Avenues

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 4 -8 -4

Merritt Memorial School has four crossing guards from 7:30 &00 amand 2:45 pm4 pm at the
following posts:

9 Crossing guards on Dogwood L&imefront of the school)
1 Union & Ackerman Place (in front of Kings Supermarket)

1 Park & County Road
20



Cresskill Middle Schobhs crossing guards from 7:30 @900 amand 2:45 pm4 pm at theseposts:

 Piermont Road & Union Ave
1 Piermont Road & W Morningsidevé
9 GrantAve over Tenakill Brook

Student Travel Mode

In October2019 the teachers aEdward H. Bryan Elementary Schomhducted a Travel Tally

to document how the children in their classes get to and from school. Tallies were taken by
teachers thredimes during one weeln 24 classroomsA total 0f2,567trips were documented

and the data was analyzed by the NJ Safe Routes to School Resource Center at the Voorhees
Transportation Center, Rutgers Universiy.Cresskill Middle School, a total of 2,360s were
documented and analyzed.

As shown in Tablea3the analysishowed that on averageabout22 percent of the children
walkto Bryan Elementarychooland 23percent walkhomefrom school. Thestudy shows
approximately 74percent of the tripswvere in personal carand about3 percent carpoal Very
few students take public transithe school bus or ride bikes school.

Table &. Current Commute Modéor Bryan Elementary School

Mode Arrival Dismissal
Walk 22 % 23 %
School Bus 0.8 % 0.9%
Driven in personal car 74 % 69 %
Public Transit 0% 0.4%
Carpool 3% 6 %
Bike 0.6 % 0.6 %

Table . Current Commute Moddor Cresskill Middle School

Mode Arrival Dismissal
Walk 13% 35%
School Bus 0% 01%
Driven in personal car 79 % 56 %
Public Transit 0% 0%
Carpool 8% 8%
Bike 0.7% 0.6 %
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Table %. Current Commute Modéor Merritt Memorial School

Mode Arrival Dismissal
Walk 12% 17%
School Bus 0.2% 4%

Driven in personal car

84%

73%

Public Transit

0%

0.3%

Carpool

3%

4%

Bike

05%

05%

" 22 23

@O

i

Bryan Elementary

Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode Comparison

1 1 1 1

Walk

Bike ! School !

Family
Bus Vehicle

nnnnnn

Carpool

Transit

Cresskill Middle School

Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode Comparison

B Morning [ Afternoon

79
809
704
60 56
50
a0 35
204 13
i | n
1
Other Walk Bike School Family  Carpool  Transit Other
Bus Vehicle
Merritt Memorial School
Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode Comparison
B Morning @ Afernoon
84
73
e B e © 0 1
School Family Carpool  Transit Other
Bus Vehicle
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3.2 Pedestrian Safety

EZ Rideconducted an analysis of the pedestrieglated crasheswithin a onemile radius of the
school over d 7-year period from2002to 2019based on police incident reports.

Map 2: Pedestrian Crashes withihMile of Edward H. Bryan Elementary School
2002-2019
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Table 4 Pedestrian Crashes by Aderesskil(20132019

Age Total Percent
<16 1 20%
16-25 0 0%
26-40 1 0%
41-64 2 40%

65+ 1 20%
Total 5 100%

Source: NJ Safety Voyaged13present

ForCresskill, there werb pedestrian crashes between tlyears20132019 On aveage there

were approxmately 1.2 pedestrian crashes per yeawhile the majorityof the crashes
(approximately40%percent) involved pedestins agedt1-64, approximately20 percentof the

total incidents involved children in the 7 age group.The amount of crashes within the past
years is surprisingly low, andimspart due to the small population that Cresskill has (less than
9,000 residents). However, there are still high traffic, dangerous areas in Cresskill that must be
addressed.

3.3 Walkability Assessment

TheSRTS Task Force conedca walkability assessment thfree routesaroundEdward H.
Bryan Elementary Schod@resskill Middle School, and Merritt Memorial SchmoDecember
11th. The routeswere assessedby the Rincipal,Vice PrincipalPTA PresidenBoroughGrant
Writer, Fire Department member$plice, Department ofPublic Works, parents, students, EZ
w A RSRD%bordinator, and VT6taff.

A Walkability Assessment evaluates the sidewalks, roads, crosswalks, lighting, signs, signals, and
walkingenvironment along designatedoute. A walkability assessment identifies road
improvements that can be made and notes what is currently done well. The SRTS Task Force
took photos of areas on the route. Comments and recommendations are listed with eatd ph

and are summarized in the Action Plan at the end.
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Parents waiting at dismissal timeé&edward H. Bryan School
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1. Good Practices

The followingpictures show good safety practices we observed during the walk assessment.
These should be encouraged in the school vicinity, near parks, libraliaess of businessand
along the routes where students/residents walk, bike, study and play.

e i

- High visibiltiy mssing guardvith signto help pedestrians cross in heavy traffic areas.
- Bus stop shelter with bench available to protect riders during bad weather while they wait

Easily visible signage can alert drivers to slow downaatdh for pedestrians walking in the area
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2. General Areas Needing Improvement

Lack of sidewalks force pedestrians to walking in th

streets

Damaged sidewalks can lead to accidents wiatking
with stollers and small children

Water collectionpoints makes crossing difficidhd can

lead to ice during winter months
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Route 1 Walkability Assessment

Blue Walk Route ¢ The team vent from Edward H. Bryan School and headedh on

Brooksde Avenue, where they turned left on Woodland Rd. toward Cranford Park on Cranford
Place. The team then walked back towards Edward H. Bryan School on Brookside Avenue and
made a left on Grant Ave untihéy reached Cresskill Avenue. They continoeresskill until

they madea left at Lincoln Diwhich led them to Cresskill High Sch&dWiddle Schoolvhich

are contained in the same building

(3 Q peat of &
& Heller Productions
» Cranford ParkO A Ll B
e iEaaIEnalRe ans R ;
ce000® Q :
=) TR SUNsep R
By Cresskill High Q s &
s D \71;-‘{_ piezzine Dr School - Gle] Cresskill Boro
Ridge Ry nsand @ ;
i Ridge Re 2 \({%4 1 Public Works
x X 2 U &
> Pp : 5
5 2 3y &8
o E 9 «//) <
Grant Ave @ =
7 & 5 & 7] P4 pel
,J-‘ < K] 9 2 x i £ & &
8 ~ § 8 28 min o 1 Lincoln Drive »,
& 5 @ 1.4 miles el &,
3 I 3 :—E' @ @ “4,
o & @
s = ® 3
% 2 ®e ® Q‘ Y,
2 £ 1) ) )
& I D A )/\'Q 5 8
. % 3
The Wood's @ 2 © g ”/&;D“ ®
et s Lexington A ve@ v’i‘ f] "9’. a ,J’
i : 15 % @ /EF‘J i\f ?\4‘2 &
o G0 E
w! (9] (o) O 4, <
@ i} o ey E %
51 Brookside AvenueQ * £ S 5 %y
0 o b
-
o]
Q

28



- Water collection point near corner crosswalk covering
truncated dome padon Grant Avenue anBrookside
Avenue.

- No crossing guard present buisy intersection and safety
cones placed on grasghere there is no wrap around sidewalk
on Grant Avenue.

- Water collection poineccumulating leaves and debris
- Sidewalk paint beginning to craakd wear dowron
Grant Avenue

- No painted crosswilk at stop sign
- No sidewalk present oaither sideof the streetat Emerson St.
and Grant Avenue

29




- Limited hgh visibility signagean be seeto alert driver | - No sidewalk for pedestriarte walk on this is Grant Avenue
of pedestrians crossingn Grant Avenue heading towards Creskill Ave.
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Route 2 Walkability Assessment

Walk Route 2, Fom Edward H. Bryan Schdbé teamwalked south on Brookside Avenaad
turned left onto Madison Avenue until they made a right on Margie Avgrast Merritt

Memorial ElementarySchool. They then made a right on Ackerman Place, followed by a right
on Union Ave, until they reached Cresskill Avenue where they made another right leading them
back to Grant Avenue, before making a left on Brookside Avenue and heading back to Edward

H.Bryan School.
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Edward H. Bryan School Entrance

- Walk audit team and pardsa outside of Bryan School
waiting for the dismissal bell.

Edward H. Bryan School Entrance

- Parents outside of Bryan School waiting for the dismissal be

Brookside Avenue

- Crosswalk outside of Edward H. Bryan Elementary Sch
with crossing guard

Brookside Avenue

- Dismissal time at Edward H. Bryan Elementary School

- Good signage in front of the school letting cars know to stop

the crosswalk
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Brookside Avenue BrooksideAvenue
- No ramp next to stairs to get to entrance
- Temporary one way traffic makes crossing easier for - High foot traffic and vehicle traffic makes school dismissals
students and families. dangerous for parents and children
- Many cars idling, leading to lower air quality andyka
amounts of air pollution around Bryan School

Edward H Bryan School at Dismissal Brookside Avenue
- After the dismissal bell at Edward H. Bryan - Students and Parents leaving Edward H. Bryan scho
Elementary School. after dismissal

- Consider adding some benches for waitpagents - Wide sidewalk outside of school is safer for walkers
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Brookside Avenue

- Low speed limit makes it safer for students crossing an|
walking outside theschool.

- However, sign is low and should be raised to see when
cars are parked.

L

Brookside Avenue and Lexington Avenue

- Visible crosswalk, correctly angled truncated dome pad,
crossing guard makes this a good example of good practices

BrooksideAvenue and Lexington Avenue

Crossing guard crossing a mother and her son.
- Cracked paint on crosswalk could be repainted

p & 54 - [ .
Brookside Avenue and Lexington Avenue

- Sidewalk ends at the corner, not allowing students to
walk safely
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Brookside Avenue
- Good signage letting drivers know to stop for
6Slow Schoélpavement markings a good practice, but pedestrians

partially covered by) NP & & A Y pghrkedl dar GuiRd) & - Low visibility crosswalk is tough to see for cars
should not park car so close to intersection as it obstruct]
view of kids crossing

- Guards crossingudentsin middle ofintersecion - Students crossing between intersection
One cosswalk missinbigh visibilityhashmarks Suggest that all signals light at same time to allow all pedestr

crossing phase (and stop traffic from all 4 ways)
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Piermont Road
- Low visibility crosswalk is tough to see for oncoming ca| - Shrubs need to be trimmedack

Paint high visibility hash marks in crosswalk - Sloping groundbetween the sidevalk and curb)and uneven
sidewalk isa trippinghazard forpedestrians however the
planted are between road and sidewalk is a good barrier
between road and sidewalk

Piermont Road

- Water collectng on sidewalk is a tripping haz&dt - Incomplete sidewalk and missing crosswadktionnear old
pedestrians and can lead &ipperyice during winter railroad track

months
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Piermont Road

- Piermont Road walking route

at parking lot entrancevarns drivers to watch for pedestrians

Piermont Road

Good Practice: Crosswalk painted acrdgseway andsidewalk

Dogwood Lane
- No crosswalk or pedestian crossing signage at clae
to school

Dogwood Lane
- No idling sign is a good practice to reduce emissions around
Merritt Memorial School. Consider to use student safety

monitors to enforce no idling and/or measure idling tinfeee

Idling Chart in Appendix.
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Dogwood Lane Dogwood Lane

- Walking route to Merritt Memaial School: Some Bryan | - Missing tile in sideawalis dangeroushazardfor pedestrians
Schooktudents come foafterschool activities here and bcyclists

- Consider adding pedestrian lighting at corners and by | - Power polés obstructing sidewalk

crosswalks

Dogwood Lane and Marg|e Avenue Margie Avenue

- No crosswalk for pedestrians at vehicle stop liseould | - No sidewalk for childrealongisde school leading to playgrour
be painted here to assist students to cross safely area and fields
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Margie Avenue & Piermont Road

- No crosswallto cross Piermont Rd and get to the
apartments and sidewalk along Piermont Rd.

- Nopedestriancrossingsigrs or School Zone signs to aler

drivers that students may cross here to access Merritt
Memorial School

- Crosswalk paint is faded
- No sidewalk for pedestrians

- Uneven sidealk and no bikane or sharrow signs for
cyclists

Piermont Road

- Low hanging tree over sidwalk may bother taller pedestrians
- Sidewalkends here and path to cornerésveredby grass and
pine needles which are both slippery
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Madison Avenue

- Water collection points makes crossing difficult
and canlead to ice during winter months

- Truncated domepad, but no crosswalk painted tc
cross the street

Madison Avenue

Dangerous hole on the grass near street

No crosswalk teross Madison Avenue amdach 7
Eleven

Crosswalk can be added across parkigntrance

Madison Avenue

- High visibility crosswalk and pedestrian crossing signs
needed atintersection to enhance safety. This is main
entrance to a large apartment complex where many
students live.

No crosswalk to croddadison Avenue and reach 7
Eleven

Pedestrian crossing signs should be visible for drivers
the area surrounding-Eleven and residential buidling
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Madison Avenue and®Street Madison Avenue and BrooksiderA\/»enue

- Vehicle stogbar needed for drivers and wider crosswalk | - Good Practice: Closing one lapfetraffic to make crossing
for pedestriansLighting and a signal here would be helpf| easier for students and parents during pick up and drop off.
- Signage and crosswalk line up on gisssghere is no place
for students to wait to cross

Brookside Avenue Brookside Avenue

- Add Pedestrian crosswalk sigpedestrian level lighting, | - Cracked sidewal&reatestripping hazardd$or pedestrians
and higher visibility stripintp ensure safetyand awareness

for drivers
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Route 3Walkability Assessment

Walk Route 3 The team went from Edward H. Bryan School and walked up Brookside Avenue
and left onto Lexington Avenue. The team then turned onto Knickerbocker Road, and wrapped

around the circle and onto Madison Avenue. The team turned left onto Jefferson Ave, right

onto Monroe Ave, and back onto Brookside Avenue.
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Entrance/Exit of Bryan School Addition

- No curb rampo access school doorway with strollers or
wheelchairs, suggest a crosswalk be painted across wide
driveway to alert drivers to watch for pedestrians

- No safe passage foefestrians as they are forced to walk in
the street for pickup

Bryn Schod?arkig Exit

- Crosswalk is partially covered by new pavement, making it
low-visibility crosswalk.repaint other side
- Crosswalk is long, making it more dangeous to walk accrog

Entrance/Exit Bryan School Parking Lot

- Traffic approaching frormultiple directions.
- Paint crosswalk and delineatkesignated walking area to make
it safer for students

- Unevencracked sidewalls a tripping hazarébr pedestrians
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Madison Ave and 2St

- Low visibilitycrosswalkshould be striped
- Truncated dome pad is not facing the correct direction.

Madison Avenue

- Low hanging busheageed to be trimmed to allowaller
individualsto walk on the sidewalk

Madison Avenue

- Low visibility crosswasion both streetsshould be striped
- Truncated dome pad is not facing the correct directzom
there should be two pads to indicate direction into crosswalk f
the blind

Madison Avenue

- Construction garbage dangerous for wallbilsers and
shouldbe roped off or consolidated
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