
Saferoutesnj.org



James Sinclair

Alan M. Voorhees Transportation 
Center, Rutgers University

Taking it to the Streets ïConducting Walkability Audits

William Riviere

Principal Planner and S tate Safe 
Routes to School Coordinator, 
NJDOT

Sean Meehan

Alan M. Voorhees Transportation 
Center , Rutgers University



Welcome!
Taking it to the Streets: 

Conducting Walkability Audits 



Agenda

ÅConducting Walkability Assessment
ÅOverview of Resources
ÅConduct Walk Assessment
ÅWrap-up & next steps



Conducting Walkability and BikeablityAudits

What is an assessment?
Engaging stakeholders in evaluating the walkability and bikeabilityof an 
area or neighborhood. 



Tips & Tools for Audits
Gather a group

Ç Workwith partners to recruit volunteers

Ç Not just adults!

Be Prepared

Ç Plan and map the route 

Ç Prepare an Introduction/Training

o Identify roles/responsibilities

o Identify what to look for

o Demonstrate how to take pictures

Ç Be familiar with the area

Ç Bring supplies to complete the assessment



Tips & Tools for Assessments
Listen

Ç 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

Have a back-up plan

Ç Know what you can finish later if you 

get cut short

Conduct a group debrief

Ç Discuss conditions ςgood and bad

Ç Discuss potential improvements

Ç Develop a list of priorities
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Take Effective Pictures
Ç Take many pictures!

Ç Avoid close-ups ςmake sure the scope of the problem can be 

seen and the issue can be easily identified

Ç Try to add some scale to your pictures

Ç Have a photographer work with a note taker ςrecord where each 

picture is being taken



How comfortable is it for walking/biking?

Walkability & Bikeability:

V Is it accessible?

V Is it welcoming?

V Is it convenient?

V Is it safe? 



Streets for All People

Pedestrians Cyclists



Converting Space Into Place Is this welcoming?



Converting Space Into Place Is this welcoming?



Is the surface smooth?
Are there any other 

infrastructure issues?

Pedestrian Safety



Accessibility



ÅShould face crosswalk

Å/ŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ǎǘŜŜǇ

ÅSmooth transition at bottom

ÅTruncated domes for the blind 

Crosswalk Ramps



ÅSteep grades and cross slopes at 

driveways are dangerous

ÅProvide as level a surface as possible

ÅSidewalks should NOT stop at 

driveways

Driveways



Does this seem okay?



If driveways ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊō ǊŀƳǇǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ done right, 
sidewalks ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ used



Improper Placement/Obstructions



ÅPublic Right-of-Way Accessibility Guidelines 

Å²ƛŘǘƘΥ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǿŀǎ осέ

ÅNEW ςпуέ ƳƛƴΣ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŎǳǊō

ÅWider is always better! 

ÅBe careful with: 

ÅVertical obstructions 

ÅProtruding objects

ÅSlope

Pedestrian Accessibility



Countdown Signals/ ADA Push Buttons/ 
Increased Crossing Time



ÅMust bewithin 5 feet of the extended crosswalk line

ÅMust be parallel with crosswalk

Push Buttons



Does this work?
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High 
Visibility

Low 
Visibility

Crosswalk Visibility



Do Drivers Behave Safely?

Do driveways 
cause issues?

Is there aggressive or 
careless behavior?



Bikeablefor everyone!

On road, on the sidewalk, on paths



On-Road Bicycle Facilities

None Shoulder



On-Road Bicycle Facilities

Sharrow Bike Lane



On-Road Bicycle Facilities

Protected Bike LaneBuffered Bike Lane



Bicycle box at 
intersections

Bike Signal Bike Parking

Other Bicycle Options



Facilities - What should we be looking for?

Where do facilities 
start/stop?

Do facilities go where I 
want them to?


