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About Safe Routes to School 

• Where it’s safe, get youth including 
those with disabilities walking, 
bicycling, & rolling

• Where it’s not safe, make it safe
• Encourage students to walk, bike, 

& roll to school fostering a healthy, 
active lifestyle at an early age

• Expand the program to high school 
students 

“Where it’s not safe, make it safe”



Three Pillars of the NJ SRTS Program  

The Three Pillars of New Jersey Safe Routes to School Program

NJ Safe Routes 
Resource Center
Rutgers University

8 Transportation 
Management 

Associations in NJ

NJ Department of 
Transportation



TMA Regional SRTS Coordinators
• Walk and Bike to School Events
• Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety 

Education
• Walk and Bike Assessments
• School Travel Plans
• Student Contests
• NJ SRTS Recognition Program
• Supportive Policies for Schools and 

Complete Streets
• Sustainable Jersey 

Free Assistance from NJ TMAs



TMA Regional SRTS Coordinators

Visit saferoutesnj.org/find-your-srts-regional-coordinator



NJDOT Safe Routes to School Resource Center
• Find your TMA SRTS Coordinator

• Grant Information

• Safety Lesson Plans

• How-To & Case Study Videos

• Crossing Guard Resources

• Design Guides

• Policy Documents

• Research Studies

• Help Desk

Help Desk at SafeRoutesNJ.org



NJDOT Safe Routes to School Resource Center

Visit saferoutesnj.org/research-reports



Contact

Sean Meehan
Contact:
NJDOT Safe Routes Resource Center
Website: saferoutesnj.org
Telephone: (848) 932-7901
Email: srts@ejb.rutgers.edu

Thank You!
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The Founder of the Nikhil Badlani
Foundation and Families for Safe 

Streets New Jersey.

Sangeeta Badlani
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youth in 
transportation

Young people in New Jersey, 16-
34 are increasing public transit 
usage by 40% , while reducing 
annual driving miles. According 

to the US Department of 
Transportation in 2024.



Safety implications of 
excluding youth from 
their experiences & 

creating barriers
Planning without youth = incomplete systems



why?
Youth are experts of 
their own experience



Get personal
We guide from 

lived experience.



Avoiding 
Tokenism



Token 

Engagement

Authentic 

Engagement

Surveys only Co-working sessions

One time input Ongoing Advisory Roles

Final Adult Decision Shared decision making

Listening Providing education & training



As adults, what is 
our role?



How did we 
approach 

Youth 
engagement?



Where to begin?
Getting to know your 

community
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Dunellen High School
Empowering Youth 

to
Educate, Motivate and 

Advocate



First Youth Advisory 
Summit



Brainstorming with Izzy from Keep Middlesex Moving
Sharing ideas for our project on Pedestrian Safety 



Pedestrian Safety 
Presentations 

Faber Elementary School 
Second Grade



Lincoln Middle School and Dunellen High School 
Annual Wellness Fair

February 13, 2026

Youth Advisory 
Board Table
648 students 

attended



YOUTH FACILITATED PROGRAMS IN THE DUNELLEN 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Peer Leaders are Juniors and Seniors who are trained to 
work monthly with Freshmen to help them adjust to High 

School.

Safety Ambassadors are Juniors and Seniors who work with 
Second Graders at Faber Elementary School. They teach Falls 

Prevention, Safety In and Around Cars, Pedestrian Safety, 
Wheels Under Your Feet Safety and Making Healthy Choices.



YOUTH FACILITATED PROGRAMS IN THE DUNELLEN 
SCHOOL DISTRICT and community

SUDS (Stop Underage Drinking Students) from grades 6 - 12, who work to 
inform and education youth and adults about Substance Misuse Disorder 

and Prevention. 

Nikhil Badlani Foundation Youth Advisory Board
Freshman through Senior students who work to Promote Traffic, 

Driving and Pedestrian Safety.
Members of this group work with the Municipal Traffic and 

Pedestrian Safety Commission. 



Students working with Community Resource Officer 
Paul Condit. Teambuildin

g



Lets hear from our 
experts



Remember...
• Compensate youth for their time.

• Meet youth where they are.
• Create recurring engagement opportunities.

• be transparent.
• Build youth transportation literacy.

• Measure impact.



Audience Questions





Izzy Gonzalez
Safe Routes to 

School Coordinator
Keep Middlesex 

Moving, Inc.
igonzalez@kmm.org

www.kmm.org
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