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You should start with the School Zone



Why start with the School Zone?
 Many students walking and bicycling
 Often on state or county roadways with 

higher speeds, higher traffic volumes, 
multiple lanes, and fewer signals

 Schools are community centers
 Protecting children is rarely 

controversial
 Crossing Guards can’t do it alone

School Zone: areas of reduced speed in advance of schools



School Zone Speed Limits

Established by state statute as 25 mph 
unless otherwise posted

 Studies show a gap between driver 
perception and reality related to speed.

 Speed limits are not enough to ensure 
student safety and must be coupled with 
strategies to:
 increase visibility,
 reduce vehicle speed, and
 reduce pedestrian exposure.
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There are people and resources to help you



• Messages that matter:
o Link between physical activity and 

improved academic performance
o Student Safety
o Important “Life Skills”
o Sustainability/environmental issues
o Cleaner air/easier breathing for 

students and staff in school zones
o Social activity
o Community building

• Who might be interested:
o PTA/PTO
o Municipal committees
o Advocacy Groups 
o Student Groups



Visit saferoutesnj.org/find-your-srts-regional-coordinator

New Jersey Transportation Management Associations (TMAs)



NJDOT Design Guides

• Complete Streets Design Guide
• School Zone Design Guide
• School Bike Parking Guide
• Complete Streets for All: Model 

Policy & Guide
• Planning for Greenways 

Guidebook
• NJ Micromobility Guide
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There is more to it than just infrastructure 



TMA Regional SRTS Coordinators

• Walk and Bike to School Events
• Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety 

Education
• Walk and Bike Assessments
• School Travel Plans
• Student Contests
• NJ SRTS Recognition Program
• Supportive Policies for Schools and 

Complete Streets
• Sustainable Jersey 

Free Assistance from NJ TMAs



School Zone Safety Strategies
What about right now?
• Reduce vehicles, reduce speeds, 

minimize potential conflicts
oSatellite Drop-Off
oTemporary Road Closures
oTemporary One-Ways



Temporary Demonstration Projects

Educate residents 
about safer street 

designs

Enable communities 
to evaluate the 

impact on street 
performance and 

safety

Test creative traffic 
solutions
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Help Desks
srts@ejb.rutgers.edu 
bikeped@ejb.rutgers.edu

Websites
saferoutesnj.org
njbikeped.org
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Before: 2009 Photo



After: 2023 Photo



Before: 2017 Photo



After: 2022 Photo



Before: 2023 Photo



After: 2025 Photo



Street Closure During School Arrival & Dismissal
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